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Among the subscribers to the fund for the relief 
of the sufferers by famine in India, appear the names 
of “ The Empress of India, £500,” and ‘“ The Mahara- 
jah of Burdwan, £1,000." There is a good example 
in high places. 





Now is the time when friends of the children and 
lovers of continuous Bible study, in rural communi- 
ties, ought to resist every proposal to take a winter 
vacation. A Sunday-school which is worth having 
at any season, is worth having in the winter. 





That is not a bad title which The Christian World, 
of London, gives to one of its departments of news: 
“Our Chronicle of Good Works. By One who Looks 
Out for Them.” Those who look out for good works 
find them. There is good enough going on in the 
world to make the believer's heart glad and grateful. 
It is well to look out for the brighter side of the life 
of the Christian church. 

In an admirable paper on “ Woman’s Work in the 
Churches,” read by him at the recent Congregational 
Council at Detroit, the Rev. Dr. Goodell, of St. 
Louis, paid a hearty tribute to the fruitful work of 
woman as a Sunday-school teacher. “A majority 
of all who come into the churches, even in revival 
times,” he said, “come in from her classes in the 
Sunday-school.’ This is undoubtedly true. The 





faith-filled prayers of quiet women in our Sunday- 
schools, are blessed of God above all other agencies in 
the winning of soulg to the love and service of Jesus. 





Next Sunday and Monday are the days recom- 
mended by our English brethren for universal prayer 
for Sunday-schools. These days are to be observed 
very widely—quite generally, we may say—through- 
out England, both in the Established Church and in 
the Dissenting bodies. A list of clergymen who have 
promised to preach sermons appropriate to the occa- 
sion on Sunday, as published in the Sunday School 
Chronicle, is surprisingly large. More or less notice 
will be taken of these days throughout the United 
States. We hope to report some of the special servi- 
ces in our next issue. We shall be glad to learn that 
the occasion is made profitable more extensively than 
in any former year. 


Latest discoveries in science are promptly recog- 
nized and quickly put to a practical use by enterpris- 
ing tradesmen. No sooner is it known that the 
Berlin gorilla loves tobacco, than a cigar-dealer on 
Woodward Avenue, Detroit, sets up, as a sign of his 
business, a life-sized wooden figure of a gorilla with 
a box of cigars in its outstretched hand. It supplies 
a refreshing change from the American savage, the 
Highland chieftain, the girl of the period, the fash- 
ionable fop, and the dashing dragoon, which have for 
so long monopolized the “ broad-axe sculpture” of 
cigar-store signs, and it is a far more appropriate 
symbol than any of its predecessors. As the gorilla 
sits there cross-legged on a pile of cigar-boxes, and 
stretches out to the passer-by an open box of fra- 
grant Havanas, its expressive face seems to say, 
“ Will you smoke a cigar? Am I not a man anda 
brother?” After giving it a square look, we are 
ready to admit that we never saw a box of cigars in 
more befitting fingers. 


The leading daily papers, as a rule, have been 
very fair in their treatment of certain recent cases of 
breach of moral trust on the part of professing 
Christians. They have recognized the fact that the 
discovery of a sinner in the church or of a saint in 
the world by no means reverses the position or claims 
of either. Some of the religious papers, however, 
have erred in their comments, and have even 
professed to regard this or that sinner as a result of 
the theological system to which he claimed allegi- 
ance. This has been especially true of the Roman 
Catholic papers. Forgeries or riotings or public 
thefts committed by Romanists are ignored by many 
of their journals; but when a non-Romanist falls they 
are ready to exclaim in chorus: “See what your 
boasted Protestantism amounts to!” Whenever any 
sad case of the sort comes up, instead of outside 
sneers or inside recriminations it would be much 
better to pray, in the spirit of the old English petition, 
that “ all who profess and call themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith 
in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in right- 
eousness of life.” 


A boy with the elements of a noble character is 
often one of the most difficult boys to manage,—one 
who sorely tries, if he does not sometimes discourage, 
his parents or hia teacher. He is so restless, s0 impul- 





fearless, that it seems that if he could never be 
controlled, never be brought into methods of quiet, 
patient, persistent endeavor. He is afraid of nobody 
and of no thing. Yet he appears to feel independent 
of everybody. He has his own ideas of what is best 
for him, and he would like to carry them out. He 
is quick to learn; for when he is interested in a 
study, or in any active pursuit, his whole soul is in 
it, and he soon masters all of it that he wants to; 
but he is not disposed to continue in any line which 
his parents or teachers mark out for him. He turns 
from one thing to another with rapidity, and with an 
enthusiasm which goes as quickly as it came; and 
those who could guide him are tempted to despair of 
binding his attention to any one thing permanently, 
after they have thought him fairly fixed, rnd been 
disappointed so many times over. He is evidently 
of a loving nature, but his temperament is so active, 
and his emotions and desires of the hour have such 
sway with him, that it does look, at times, as if no 
love for those who are over him could make him 
ready to submit his will to theirs, or to deny himself 
cheerfully on the strength of their better judgment. 
Yet, after all, these are the very qualities which are 
essential to a man of power, and which tend to make 
a character as winsome as it is effective for good, 
when rightly controlled and directed. The most 
admirable character is not that of the man who has 
no varying moods, no fluctuations of feeling, no im- 
pulsiveness, no intensity, who is always at the same 
dead level of emotion and purpose. It is rather that 
of the man of deep feeling, of strong emotion, of 
positive likes and dislikes, of quick impulses, but 
who is so disciplined by wise training, controlled by 
firm principle, and perhaps subdued by spiritual 
chastening, that all his powers are in proper check, 
and at his intelligent command, so that his intensity 
and enthusiasm and independence are never mani- 
fested except in the direction of a lofty aim and a 
noble purpose. Hence it often happens that a 
parent of unfailing self-poise, and of remarkable 
symmetry of character, wonders how his boy is so 
strangely volatile, and impulsive, and fearlessly in- 
dependent and forward,—when, in fact, the elements 
of that boy’s character are the same as those which 
give that parent attractiveness and power, only, in 
the boy's case, they are not yet brought into harmo- 
nious play. Of course it is more difficult to guide 
and train such a boy than one of a more sluggieh 
nature and of less strength and beauty of character. 
It is harder to cut and polish a diamond than to 
bring a garnet to its highest finish, A blooded 
horse requires more careful treatment than a com- 
mon roadster. But the harder the work, the more 
remunerative. Let a parent or teacher, therefore, 
who has such a boy in his charge, be thankful for 
the privilege of that boy’s training, and be sure that 
according to his faith and his faithfulness his own re- 
ward will be in the results of his important work. 


This fall, by a coincidence of orbits, there has 
been an unusual number of regular and special meet- 
ings of denominational councils and religious eocie- 
ties,—the American Board at Providence; the 
Episcopal General Convention at Boston; the Con- 
gregational General Council at Detroit; the Lu- 
theran General Council at Philadelphia; the Free- 
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will Baptist General Conference at Fairport, N. Y.; 
the biennial meeting of the Evangelical Alliance at 
Detroit; the American Missionary Association at 
Syracuse; the General Convention of the Disciples 
of Christ at St. Louis; the Universalist Conference 
at Chicago; and the General Conference of the 
Seventh Day Adventists at Lansing, Mich. The 
fourth annual Episcopal Church Congress—a more 
popular body than the General Convention, which, 
though without legislative authority, is an excellent 
free parliament—is yet to meet in New York. Look- 
ing over these various gatherings it is impossible not 
to notice two things,—the gradual increase in lay 
attendance and interest; and the greater attention 
paid to active Christian work, especially among the 
poor at home and the heathen abroad. Besides the 
meetings we have mentioned, there has been quite a 
notable, though informal, gathering of Unitarian 
ministers at Springfield, Mass., at which Dr. Bellows, 
Professor Peabody, Mr. Hale, and other leaders in the 
denomination, read papers, the general drift of which 
was rather evangelical. This meeting was bold 
enough toask Professor J. W. Draper, well known for 
his radical book on the Conflict between Religion 
and Science, to read a paper on Evolution. He did 
so; and when he had finished his colorless scientific 
plea therefor, he surprised his audience by saying 
that “ there is no thought of modern times that more 
magnifies the unutterable glory of Almighty God.” 


CHRISTIAN WORK FOR WOMEN. 


Several of the denominations, of late years, have 
taken steps toward the establishment of definite 
religious orders for women. In the Congregational 
churches the election of deaconesses has become 
quite common, and women’s auxiliary boards, espe- 
cially of missions, have been of no small service in 
aiding regular church work. But there-are deacon- 
esses of various kinds. Those referred to in a re- 
cent resolution of the Episcopal General Convention 
at Boston were widely different from the Congrega- 
tional ones. The latter are engaged in ordinary 
secular pursuits, and do not spend their whole time 
in religious exercises or labors, but simply visit the 
poor and sick under the pastor's direction. The 
deaconesses of the Episcopal Church more closely 
resemble the Roman Catholic sisters, They live, asa 
rule, in a community house; they wear a black 
habit ; they have a chaplain and chapel of their own ; 
and they engage in education or hospital work solely, 
which occupations are varied only by somewhat 
constant and rigorous religious exercises, They are 
not necessarily High Church, for the Sisters of the 
Holy Communion, in New York, were patterned by 
the late Dr. Miihlenberg after the Kaiserswerth sis- 
ters of the famous Lutheran, Pastor Fliedner. The 
late resolution in the Episcopal Convention was 
reported from committee by Dr. W. R. Huntington of 
Worcester, who by no means holds sacramentarian 
views, and, while permitting women to be “set 
apart” by the bishop for “the care of the Lord's 
poor and sick, the education of the young, the re- 
ligious instruction of the neglected, and.the work of 
moral reformation,” stipulates that none shall be 
received without evidence of special fitness, and that 
none shall be permitted to take any vows or perpet- 
ual obligation. But most of the Episcopal sisterhoods 
are, in fact, closely patterned after the Roman Cath- 
olic model, and work in connection with “ advanced” 
churches, Few are aware how many there are now 
in the country ; we may instance the sisterhoods of 
St. Margaret and St. Luke, Boston; St. Mary, 
New York, Peekskill, and Memphis; All Saints, 
Boston, New York, and Baltimore; St. John the 
Baptist, New York and Newark; and the Holy 
Communion, New York. There is also a less con- 
ventual establishment of deaconesses in Brooklyn, 
and some of the others utilize the work of semi- 
attached women who live in their own homes. _Sev- 
eral of these sisterhoods maintain schools at small 
cost; and in hospital work their service is excellent, 








their most notable achievement, thus far, being the 
labor of the Memphis Sisters of St. Mary during the 
last yellow-fever visitation in that city. 

We have said that female organizations for Chris- 


tian work are by ne senna confined to the liturgical | evidently put himself in our place, while reading our com- 
denominations, and that in them they are not all | ments on some of the requests to which we have replied, 


It must be admitted, however, that | 


anti-Protestant. 
there is something in a uniform, even of a policeman 


and loss of independent opinion, 
very efficient in secular or sacred work, but few 
Christian women ought willingly to sacrifice their 
individuality or their reason. Christ does not demand 
the abandonment of either. A monastery or con- 
vent in action is very different from the sameat rest. 
To enter an order, or even to joina temperance 
society, for work is very well; but to choose it for 
show, or to “turn one’s back on the world,” is very 
ill, ‘There is a common instinct, which is especially 
prominent in religion, which urges a man or woman 
to do something desperate. The same impulse leads 
one man to a hermit’s cell and another to a brothel. 
John Henry Newman goes from Oxford to the Roman 
Catholic Church ; his brother Francis rushes from the 
same university to the extreme of radical unbelief. 
There is altogether too much of this tendency to 
extreme action, we fear, in the Christian church, no 
division of it being exempt. It is a sorry foundation 
for good work; something more than zeal or impulse 
is needed. We do not underrate the good works of 
sisterhoods and guilds; but it not infrequently hap-~ 
pens that a woman is willing to do a great deal 
abroad who would do very little at home. It is 
often one’s duty to brighten the bedside of a dying 
father, to wash the dishes for an invalid mother, to 
get half a dozen noisy children ready for school ; 
and hospital nursing or chapel ecstasy do not atone 
for the neglect of such drudgery at home. Women 
do noble work in all sorts of organizations, from the 
New England “ sewing society ” to the Parisian con- 
vent of the Sa/petrieve. But we have little sympa- 
thy with those who argue that women must be pas- 
tors, or committee-men, or presiding elders, or dea- 
conesses, or nuns, before they can do anything. Their 
fragrant work in all the past of the Christian history 
shows what can be done in the future by those who 
recognize that woman’s Christian mission, even more 
than man’s, begins witha word, a look, or a kind act 
to the next neighbor. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


The following letter is of a kind more gratifying than it 
is frequent. It came in to the publisher of The Times. It 
is from a Philadelphia subscriber : 


Enclosed please find a check for twenty-five dollars, with which 
please renew my subscription to The Sunday School Times, and 
apply the remainder in sending your paper to such worthy parties 
as may be known to you who would appreciate it, yet who cannot 
afford to pay for it. 

There are many applications for the Times on charity 
account, quite too many to be met by its proprietors alone. 
A gift of this kind can be well used in the direction indi- 
cated, and a detailed report of its application will in this 
case, as in every other, be promptly made to its donor. 


Here is a direct question from Professor Martin, of the 
State Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas,—a 
question which we are glad to answer promptly : 

By what authority does Dr. Leonard Woolsey Bacon, in his 
article on Besika Bay, make the assertion in reference to that 
distinguished German traveler, Henry Schliemann, that the record 
of his labors is one “ to make Americans proud to claim Henry 
Schliemann as a fellow-citizen”? See article “Henry Schlie- 
mann,” in “ Appleton’s Cyclopedia,” I did not know that he was 
ever in America. f 

Dr. Schliemann was for some years res-dent in this 
country, and became a citizen in the state (we believe) of 
California. These facts, with some others not included in 
the biographical sketch prefixed to his work on Troy, may 
be found in a long and lively article by Miss Kate Field, 
in the New York Tribune of two or three months ago. 
The materials of this article were evidently at first hand. 


We receive more letters of thanks than of complaints ; 





indeed, we have ten wor 
correspondents to every 


kind appreciation from our 
rping, or even of criticism. 
We are grateful for of generous appreciation 
on the part of those w esire to benefit ; and occa- 
sionally such a letter as the following from a man who has 


is a source of refreshing and enjoyment. He writes from 


| Kentucky after this fashion: 
or a soldier, which carries with it pride of position | 
Both of these are | 


I often want to write to you and say, “ Well done,” or “ Thank 
you,” or “ Them’s my sentiments,” when some of your continually 
recurring sensible and practical (every-day common sense is a 
better term) remarks meet my eye, or when you make your pat 
hits, or set aside some stilted notion or some unthinking or 
cranky hobbyist with a wise, sensible, and Christ-like answer... . 
I have my quiet laugh at the fellows who want you to putin a text 
accentuated and quantitied, a Greek text, and an outline map “ to 
relieve" the paper, and my laugh is all the happier for your 
kind, patient answers. ... I sometimes think of things which your 


| good things suggest, and I wonder if they would not “ improve 


your paper;” but I am continually enjoying your “ feast of fat 
things,” and as continually wondering how you put in so many 
good things, and omit so few. I wish you to seriously (?) consider 
the following suggestion: If you cannot anorn your paper with 
all the improvements proposed, can you not send each of your 
subscribers a Greek Testament with lexicon, a Cruden’s Con- 
cordance, Outline Maps of Palestine and Paul's Journeys, a supe- 
rior copy of Bagster’s Reference Bible ; and to anticipate, perhaps 
it would be as well to include a Hebrew Bible and grammar, with 
a good Sanskrit grammar? Seriously, I am more pleased than I 
can tell you at the evident intelligent activity and spiritual 
growth your helps to (not substitutes for) Bible study are pro- 
moting. God bless, encourage, and prosper you ! 

These hearty words of sympathy and acknowledgment 
are all the more grateful because we have no personal 
acquaintance with their good-natured writer. We cer- 
tainly ought not to be out of patience with subscribers who 
suggest improvements in our lesson columns. We have 
often been positively helped by such suggestions, and we 
are still painfully conscious how much is lacking to make 
these columns all that they should be. We hope to have 
them next year even better filled than this. Meantime, if 
we see our way clear tosend out that lotof “helps” to every 
subscriber, we promise that the first set shall go, with our 
thanks, to our Kentucky correspondent. 


A Massachusetts pastor calls attention to one of the 
troubles experienced by Sunday-schools which do not 
have all the money they could use to advantage. He 
also suggests a possible relief in one direction which may 
prove of service to others, He says: 

Among the many methods of instruction in the Sunday-school 
allow me to call attention to one in particular, which may be 
made very successful in the hands of judicious workers. I refer 
to the use of the magic lantern, or sciopticon, mention of which 
has already been made in the columns of The Times and other 
religious journals. Not only would the general interest and 
attendance of scholars be much increased by this method, but the 
impressions and results of Bible study would be fixed more indeli- 
bly and understandingly in the mind. Through the aid of pho- 
tography, exact copies of persons and places, hundreds and thou 
sands of miles distant, are brought directly before the school, 
while maps and charts, thrown plainly upon a screen, enable both 
teacher and scholar to comprehend at once the topography of the 
Holy Land and other countries of the Bible. There is, however, 
an obstacle yet to be overcome in a large majority of our schools; 
especially those in sparsely settled communities, where running 
expenses are only met by personal exertion and rigid self-denial. 
A suitable lantern and limited number of views might be obtained 
through special effort, but to replenish views as often as desirable 
would soon exhaust all resources and lead to discouragement. 
About two years since we purchased a Marcy sciopticon, with an 
assortment of slides, which has done excellent service and given 
good satisfaction, but we have met the serious difficulty above 
suggested, namely, financial inability to procure new slides suffi- 
cient for the separate reviews, concerts, Bible lectures, and other 
appropriate exercises. We are strongly in sympathy with this 
system of instruction,"and hope to see it in our country schools, 
as well as those in cities and larger villages. Will not The 
Times, or some of its readers, suggest some plan by which views 
may be exchanged at small expense, and thus the same set of 
slides made to do service in many different schools? Who will 
show us the “open way” wherein the rich and the poor, the 
strong and the feeble, may enjoy the same advantages and share 
the same blessings? I am confident that such an one would prove 
himself a benefactor to many a school besides my own. 

In skilled hands the sciopticon or stereopticon may be 
made an important adjunct to Sunday-school teaching, 
especially in week-day evening entertainments. Such an 
exchange of slides as is proposed is undoubtedly practica- 
ble, if only the central agency for it can be secured. Pos- 
sibly some dealer in slides would arrange a department of 
this sort, or some dealer in other Sunday-school supplies 
would undertake it. We give prominence to the letter in 
the hope that those who are interested may be prompted 
to intelligent action in the premises, and that the desired 
end may so be reached. 
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WHOM SHALL WE, CROWN? 
“Let Merit crowns, and Justigs laurels give.”"—Devoes. 
BY JOEL SWARTZ, D.D. 


Whom shall we crown? the brave, the fair, 
The beautiful, the strong ; 

The patient ones who meekly bear, 
Or those who combat wrong? 


Whom shall we crown? the man who gives 
From his abundant store ; 

Or him who gratefully receives,— 
God's humble, thankful poor? 


The noble man, who bravely climbs 
With self-reliant tread ; 

Or him who helps the weak betimes 
To scale the heights o’erhead ? 


The pioneer, who danger scorns 
To find a better way ; 

Or him who simply plucks the thorns 
Which pain the feet that stray ? 


Whom can we crown? 
A coronet of gold,— 

A splendid toy which many a knave 
Has basely bought or sold. 


Not those who crave 


We have not e’en a laurel wreath, 
Or one of ivy twined ; 

Such fading trifles seem beneath 
The virtues we would find. 


Our crown is one of simple praise 
For honest duty done; 

For noble deeds, which bear the blaze 
Of virtue’s noonday sun. 


We crown alike the suffering good 
And nobly conquering brave ; 

Those who have want severely stood, 
And those who largely gave. 


We lay our reverent wreath of praise 
Wherever praise is due,— 

Alike in low and lofty ways, 
On all tae good and true. 


The world is full of arts and wiles, 
These make and unmake crowns; 

We dread, alike, its purchased smiles 
Aud its unfeeling frowns, 


We only crown substantial worth, 
And ask not whence it came ; 

We search not after blood, or birth, 
Or genius, wealth, or fame. 


Could we but know, we'd crown to-day 
Those who, when time is run, 
Shall hear the faithful Witness say : 
“ Well done, my own, well done !”’ 





ST. PAUL AND THE SEAT OF WAR. 
BY LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON. 


I had not remarked it before, but it is nevertheless re- 
markable, that, in all the historical parts of the} New 
Testament, the reader is never once brought into the 
presence of actual warfare. Everywhere there are soldiers 
moving to and fro on police duty. There is a military 
massacre at the opening of Matthew ; the most conspicuous 
of the apostles is a military prisoner, and a considerable 
part of his life is passed in the barracks of the imperial 
guard at Rome. In his Macedonian work at Philippi, at 
Berea by Pydna, Paul was ever treading over the ashes of 
old and recent wars, but himself undisturbed by anything 
more considerable than a petty tumult. He is full of the 
martial spirit, as his port and language show, but in all the 
catalogue of “ perils” which he recites, no perils of war are 
included. During the period of the New Testament great 
wars were waged in divers parts of the empire, but they 
never come within the field of the New Testament histories. 
It is quite otherwise with its prophecies. 

But the question which I have meant to raise in the 
title of this article is this: How near does it appear that 
the apostle Paul, in his missionary journeys, came to the 
scene of the hostilities of the present moment? 

Some of the old-fashioned maps of Paul’s journeys used 
to have a dotted line running with many fanciful zigzags 
up through the Straits of Otranto, and disporting itself 
playfully in the Gulf of Venice (this represented the “ being 
driven up and down in Adria’), and touching at a little 
island called Meleda, and once called Melita, just off the 
steep Illyrian coast. We know better than that nowadays. 
The exquisite demonstration by James Smith, of Jordanhill, 
has straightened out that zigzag line forever, and made it 
point direct to the beach of St. Paul’s Bay in the island of 
Malta, the true scene of the shipwreck. The substance of this 
demonstration is given by Conybeare and Howson, and by 
all other recent writers on the life of Paul; but turn, O 
editor! to the original little volume of James Smith, the 





biblical yachtsman, and delight yourself in the perfect com- 


pleteness of that masterpiece of antiquarian reasoning, and 
see if there be not some pages yet to be gleaned for your 
Sunday-school teachers, besides what have already been 
copied out into all the books. 

Butifit had not been for James Smith, we might tothis day 
have beenshowing you St. Paul wrecked on the little island 
of Illyrian Meleda, hard by Ragusa, famous through a thou- 
sand newspapers, and just under the lee of the stern moun- 
tains that fence in the fastnesses of rebellious Herzegovina. 
We might take pleasure in thinking that the “ barbarous 
people that showed no little kindness” to the apostle and 
his company were the ancestors of those rough mountain- 
eers who for so many generations have been a thorn in the 
festering side of the Ottoman Empire. It might be a 
satisfaction to believe that in the three months of Paul's 
weather-bound sejourn he was planting some germs of 
light, love, and hope along that ill-fated coast, “which, 
though placed in immediate contact with civilization, has 
remained perpetually barbarian,” and “ to this hour devoid 
of illustrious names and noble associations.” But, in fact, the 
only passage that seems to bring the apostle so much as to 
the frontier of the seat of actual hostility or insurrection is 
that allusion to one of the multitude of his unrecorded 
tours, in Romans 15: 19, where he speaks of having com- 
pleted his work of preaching the gospel from Jerusalem in 
a circuit all the way to Illyricum. Perhaps we ought to 
translate “from Jerusalem and the region round about it 
to Illyricum.” But it amounts to the same in either case. 
For following the great roads, as he was wont to do,—the 
roads leading to the great towns,—the straight course along 
the great road towards Rome,—he would have come from 
Jerusalem in a great sweep, turning from due north to due 
west. 

Before him, at Thessalonica, two great roads led toward 
the Illyrian frontier. One was the great military highway 
connecting Rome with the East. It points due westward 
towards the high wall of the “ Hellenic Alps,” threads a 
narrow pass, and divides, on the Illyrian side, into two 
roads, leading to the ports of Dyrrhachinne and Apollonia 
—Durazzoand A vlone—which were the Calais and Boulogne 
of the great ferry towards Rome. This was the road that 
he loved. “In his heart was the way.” No pious Hebrew 
was ever more glad when they said unto him, “Come, let 
us go up to the house of the Lord; our feet shall stand 
within thy gates, O Jerusalem,” than Paul was at every 
prospect that he might get to Rome. The metropolis of 
the world was first his objective point, and afterward his 
base of operations. He thirsted for great towns, for centers 
of wide influence, and the reasons which drew him to the 
Antiochs, to Philippi and Thessalonica and Athens and 
Corinth, were still stronger to draw him to the capital of 
all these capitals. He had strong personal and local at- 
tachments elsewhere. Every one of the little towns in 
Galatia held him with claims of personal affection, and 
doubtless would gladly have persuaded him to spend on its 
little fraternity of zealous believers “ what was meant for 
mankind.” Very likely there were warm-hearted and 
weak-headed folk among them that were ready to reproach 
him with not being contented with that humble sphere 
instead of pressing forward for more conspicuous fields of 
labor. There are such everywhere nowadays, who are 
ready to rebuke the right-minded zeal of a pastor to occupy 
the most effective position, with like gentle admonitions to 
humility, or even to prove the warmth of their attachment 
to him by attending his departure with imputations of 
mercenary motive. There are those (incredible as this seems 
to some people) who donot need a mercenary motive to 
impel them toward a position of greater toil. And Paul 
was one of them. He who submitted so promptly and 
patiently when the Holy Ghost required him not to preach, 
pressed forward with ardent aspiration to the highest place 
of usefulness, against all obstacles, when Satan hindered 
him. It isa sin to stay contented in an humble place when 
God calls elsewhither. 


Accordingly, when Paul quitted the broad course of the 
Egnatian Road, turning south toward Berea, we may con- 
fidently believe that he cast a lingering look along the 
white line of pavement drawn by the Roman engineers 
across the plain of the Axius, and watched the whirling 
chariots, and the troops of horse or foot, and the sluggish 
sumpter trains, as they moved westward toward the cen- 
ter of the world, and wondered when the time would come 
when he might follow in the same direction. He never 
guessed by what process this prayer and desire of his heart 
was going to be accomplished. 

“As far as Illyricum,” he may also have followed the 
line now marked on your war-map by a railroad, up the 
course of the Axius to the very corner between Servia, 
Bosina, and Montenegro, It would be consistent with the 
expression (if it will bear so strong a translation) that he 








“finished up the work of announcing the gospel as far as 
to the Illyrian frontier,” to suppose that he went by this 
road as well as by the other, And since we must needs 
find some place in his unrecorded journeys for the other- 
wise unrecorded perils that are thrown together carelessly 
in a passing sentence to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 11: 23-27), 
it would be difficult to find anywhere in the Roman Em- 
pire of the period a likelier place for “ perils of robbers,” 
“perils by the heathen,” and perils in the wilderness,” 
than among the tribes of that quarter, which have pre- 
served the virtues of their ancestors with such pious con- 
servatism to this very day. 

This, I suspect, is as near as we can bring the apostolic 
journeys to the present scene of hostilities. And on the 
whole it is not likely that the war will invade that “ Sec- 
ond Holy Land,’ as the province of Macedonia has been 
called. Its name is a very synonym of warfare; and its 
soil has been the scene of some of the most memorable 
campaigns and battles in the world’s history; and yet, 
compassed with mountain ranges, it is well placed to shed 
from itself the brunt of the present storm. Nothing less 
than the effective arraying in aggressive war, on the side 
of Russia, of the provinces of Servia, Bosnia, and Herze- 
govina, seems likely so to extend the front of the attack 
upon Turkey as to bring mutually hostile armies “ over 
into Macedonia.” 


INVOLUNTARY TRAINING. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM WYE 8MITH. 


It sometimes happens that men, after spending a consid- 
erable portion of their lives in some pursuit, change into 
what seems an entirely different pursuit, and the verdict 
of their friends is that they have made a mistake, Either 
this new life should have been aimed at from the first, or 
it should not have been undertaken at all. So the criti- 
cism ; but the criticism is not always just. Sometimes a 
man is forty before he knows what he is good for. Crom- 
well did not think his age was a bar to his entering mili- 
tary and political life. And we are glad he did not, 
Columbus, after discovering America at the age of fifty - 
six, thought “he had new enterprises in him yet!” And 
often what seems to be study and experience of an alto- 
gether different sort, may, after all, be the very” experience 
needed. I was compelled to think a little on this mat- 
ter when, a year ago, George Miiller of England began to 
be so much sought after as a speaker at some of those 
“Christian conferences” now so often held. The first 
thought was, “ What a pity that Miiller had not thought 
of evangelizing thirty years ago! What good he might 
have done!” But not so, Think of him thirty years 
ago, and imagine him resolving on preaching as his voca- 
tion. With broken English, with a name utterly unknown, 
with neither special training nor special experience, he 
could never have had the influence nor found the openings 
he now has and finds. His thirty years’ “life of faith,” 
among his orphans, has not only refined his spirit and 
strengthened his graces, but it has brought him before the 
Christian world in such a way that a few sentences from 
his lips now are of more weight than a whole sermon from 
most men. And so the Lord has been training him all 
these years for quite a different work from that we all 
supposed he would end his days in,—that of an evangelist, 
After a preaching tour on the continent of Europe, in 
which God has greatly blessed his words, the old man is 
now in America. 

Mr. Moody may be given as another example. We all 
knew him as a hard-working “ Sunday-school man,”—one 
of that glorious band of Western men. But we never 
thought of him as a preacher to the world at large,—nor 
did he. But the Lord did, and was giving him all this 
training in the Sunday-school, and in the Bible as needed 
in the Sunday-school, to fit him for the sphere in which 
we now find him. And it is not likely that Moody will 
ever settle down again as a resident or local worker any- 
where. Yet it was just the very best training we could 
have conceived for him now as we look back on it. Strange 
we did not think of it before ! 

Somerville of Glasgow is still another example of invol- 
untary training for some great work. No man seemed to 
have a more successful pastoral experience than the Rev. 
A. N. Somerville. Noone—least of all, perhaps, himself— 
thought of him otherwise than as a man who had happily 
fallen into the exact path his qualities and experience 
fitted him for. His words had power in the pulpit. He 
had a magnetism about him that drew people into the 
church and into its work. He was most successful with 
young men, and found them all work to do. 


In fine, a 
model pastor. 


Fifteen years ago, I had the privilege, one 


Sunday evening, of making one of his Bible-class of a 
hundred and fifty, He gave us just an hour: punctual 

















676 





A EST SS 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


(Vol. XIX., No. 43, 








almost to asecond. He walked up and down the plat- 
form with a Bible in his hand, explaining everything about 
Firat Thessalonians. You would think he had just left 
Paul in the adjoining room, who had been telling him all 
about that church, and the circumstances of the letter, and 
the lessons he desired to teach! Having been brought out 
by the circumstances of the day into participating more 
actively than before in evangelistic movements, the “ Evan- 
gelistic Association” of Glasgow “called” him to lay 
down his pastorate and preach personally to the world! 
Was ever a “call” so irregular? Or was ever a call bet- 
ter heeded? It was like Rough’s call to John Knox; and 
though Rough was neither bishop, presbytery, nor church, 
yet Knox dare not overlook the “ call,” backed up as it 
was by the vote of the “congregation.” “And the said 
John,” says Knox himself, “ thereat went out, and wept 
abundantly.” But he obeyed the call,—and he was then 
forty, and had spent his adult life as a quiet tutor to rich 
men’s sons; trained all the time, though he knew it not, 
for the public (and totally different) work he had to do. 
We know not with what tears and forebodings Somerville 
left his quiet manse, to go out “to all the world,” but he 
did it! Those who heard him a couple of years ago in Amer- 
ica (before he got his “ call’) will want to hear him again. 
And those who are about to hear him in Australia (for he 
18 now in that land) will learn from him very clearly 
how to be saved. Now, it is easy to say “ Why, Somer- 
ville is sixty ; what a pity he had not begun evangelizing 
twenty or thirty years ago!” But how could he have 
laid in those stores of information and research, and how 
could he have obtained that practical acquaintance with 
young men, and the necessities, besetments, mental trou- 
bles, and difficulties of young men, so well as in his long and 
active Glasgow pastorate? So, after thirty-four years of 
“taking in,” in the experience and study of a pastor, he is 
going to devote the remainder of his life to the “ giving 
out” which is characteristic of the evangelist. 

In every one of these cases, the former years were not 
wasted : their training turns out to be in the exact line of 
the present duty. The Lord, like a skillful navigator, goes 
on “ great circles,”"—not always to the landsman looking 
on the flat face of a map, the shortest way ; yet really 
the shortest. And let no man say when he seems to be 
called, in maturer years, to some new department of work, 
“Then all my years hitherto have been Jost/” Not so— 
if you have been working for God! There is a homoge- 
neousness in all the Lord’s work. The only loss is where 
the enemy's work has been ours ! 





FOR JESUS’ SAKE. 
BY L, L. PHELPS, 


A few Sabbaths since, I acted as substitute for a friend, 
and took a class of little ones. They had learned only the 
Golden Text, “ Wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow.” I tried to show why that prayer was so needful 
for us, and finally asked them why God could forgive us. 

“ Because God is so good,” said a bright-eyed child. 

“ Because we tell God we are sorry,” said another. 

“ Will telling God we are sorry, take away our sins?” I 
asked. 

“T don’t know what else,” she replied, “only to ask 
him to forgive us because he is so good,” 

“ Yes,” said [, “we must ask him to forgive us, that is 
true, and God ts good—never forget that. But think. 
If God is good, he ought to keep his word, ought he not?” 

“ Yes, ma'am,” said all the children. 

“If I promised to do something, and then didn’t keep 
my word, you wouldn’t think I was good, would you?” 

“No, ma’am,” said several voices. 

“ Listen,” I continued ; “ God has promised to punish sin 
wherever he finds it, and he must keep his word, because 
he is good. Now how can he forgive sin, if he has prom- 
ised to punish us?” 

“T don’t know,” said the first two speakers. 
tell us.” 

“ Well,” said I, “how many of you close your evening 
prayer with, ‘All this I ask for Jesus’ sake’?” Every 
hand went up. “ Why do you say, ‘for Jesus’ sake ’?” No 
one knew, or, if they knew, could ¢e// why. 

So I began right there, and told them in the simplest 
words I could frame, how “God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son,” so that now “he might be 
just (keep his word), and yet justify (forgive) the sinner 
that trustsin Jesus.” I told them of the Passover lamb, 
and how the oldest son in every house knew he was saved 
from death for the sake of the little lamb whose blood was 
sprinkled on the door. I was more than repaid when the 
bright-eyed girl who said God was so good, moved nearer 
to me and whispered, “I’m glad you told me. I shall 
think of it every time I say ‘for Jesus’ sake.’ I never 
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knew what it meant before, I only said it because mother 
taught it to me.” 

I have thought much of her words since, and it has led 
me to question whether we begin early enough to teach 
the little ones committed to us the preciousness of the 
blood that cleanseth from all sin. I am sure I shall never 
forget the impression made upon me by some words of my 
father on this subject, when I was not more than three and 
a half years old. I had been guilty of some childish 
wrong, but I was very sorry, and sitting on his knee at 
bed-time, had told him so. He freely forgave me, but 
gently reminded me that I had sinned against my Father in 
heaven. ‘“ Well, he knows I’m sorry,” I said; “don’t that 
make it all right?” “ No, little daughter,” he said; “ being 
sorry for our sins, don’t take them away. Only the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus can do that.” Then he told me the 
“old, oldstory,” and I can recall even now the thrill of awe 
that came over me, as I comprehended, for the first time, 
that God could not forgive sin if Jesus had not died. I 
am not sure, looking back upon it now, but I began to 
love Jesus from that very night. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK: ITS SPHERE 
AND ITS METHODS.* 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


In coming before this National Council, at the request 
of its Executive Committee, to read a paper upon Sunday- 
school Work, I wish to have it distinctly understood 
that I am here not as a “ Sunday-school man,” but as a 
Church-man, “I believe in the Holy Catholic Church;” 
and if the intensity of my conviction that the Church of 
Christ is the one agency which God has ordained for the 
evangelizing of the world, and for the upbuilding of his 
people in faith and knowledge, is to be accepted as an 
index of my relative standing among lovers of that all- 
inclusive agency for good to a fallen race, then I am glad 
to be known as a very high Church-man. 

“Christ is the head of the Church.” “The Church is his 
body.” He “loved” it, and “gave himself for it.” It is 
that “ which he hath purchased with his own blood,” and 
which he “ nourisheth and cherisheth.” Untoit are “com- 
mitted the oracles of God.” To it are the commands, 
“Preach the gospel to every creature,” and “Teach all 
nations ;” the encouragement, “ Lo, [am with you alway ;” 
and the promise, “The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” The Church shares its responsibility and its 
work with none. It brooks no rival as the “ Bride of 
Christ.” The Bridegroom himself has said, “If thy brother 

. neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as a 
heathen man and a publican.” Unless, therefore, the Sun- 
day-school could be fairly recognized as a duly constituted 
department of the Church of Christ, I would turn from it 
at once, and give my strength and energies to some legiti- 
mate sphere of Church influence and activity. 

But believing as I do, that the Sunday-school is a 
divinely ordained and approved department of the Church 
of Christ,—of equal validity and antiquity with pulpit 
preaching,—I am glad to stand here and urge upon these 
brethren and fathers in the ministry, and these Christian 
laymen, the duty of rendering the Sunday-school more 
widely and wisely efficient for the service to which it was 
originally set of God. And to guard against possible 
misconceptions of my meaning just here, it may be well 
for me to state what I mean by the Sunday-school, and 
how I understand it to have been divinely ordained and 
approved. 

By the Sunday-school I mean, that department of the 
Church in which Bible truth is taught, by form of question 
and answer, to scholars gathered in groups under intelli- 
gent and disciplined teachers. To say nothing of the ear- 
lier centuries of this teaching, from the days of Abraham 
to the coming of our Lord Jesus, it is sufficient now to say, 
that at the birth of Jesus it prevailed in all the Jewish 
synagogues. The morning service of the synagogue was a 
service of worship supplemented by promiscuous words of 
exhortation. This was followed by a religious school ses- 
sion,—a Bible school, a divinity school,—where the teach- 
ers sat raised above their scholars on cushions or benches, 
and their classes gathered below and about them,—Saul 
and his fellow-pupils at the feet of Gamaliel,—for the full 
discussion of religious truth, in the course of which ques- 
tions were asked and answered with the utmost freedom 
alike by the young and the old. In so high esteem was 
this school-session held among the godly Jews that, as 
the Talmud informs us, they bad it for a common proverb 
concerning the duty of the true Israelite, “ From the syna- 
gogue to the divinity school;” or, in modern parlance, 
“ From the forenoon Church service to the Sunday-school.” 
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That Jesus was himself a member of the Sunday-school 
of his day hardly admits of an intelligent doubt. Indeed, 
the single glimpse whith is given to us out of all his boy- 
hood life shows him in one of these “ divinity school” 
gatherings at Jerusalem; and when his anxious mother, 
finding him there, tells how long and in how many places 
she has sought him sorrowing, his prompt answer, “ How is 
it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” to me seems to say, “ Why did 
you look elsewhere? Did you not know I would be in the 
Sunday-school?” There he was, with perchance “the 
now aged Hillel the looser, and Shammai the binder, and 
the wise sons of Betirah, and Rabban Simeon, Hillel’s son, 
and Jonathan the paraphrast, the greatest of his pupils,” 
sitting among them, questioning and being questioned 
according to the method which prevailed in such schools 
throughout the Holy Land. 

And when Jesus commissioned his disciples to the forma- 
tion and guidance of his Church, he enjoined it upon them 
not only to preach the gospel everywhere, and to receive 
new members into the Church by administering the rite of 
baptism, but to do the work of training the converts by 
“teaching them to observe all things whatsoever” he had 
commanded. This term “ teaching” was, I am confident, 
understood by the disciples to mean instructing through 
the method of question and answer. In other words, Jesus 
in the “Great Commission” commanded his disciples to 
win converts through preaching, and to train converts by 
the Sunday-school—by gathering the scholars in groups and 
instructing them catechetically. 

At once this teaching work was begun in the Christian 
Church. The term “instructed” as applied to Theophilus, 
and Apollos, and the representative Jew in Romans, 
“means literally catechised,” as Alford says; the origi- 
nal term (katekeo) signifying, according to Melancthon and 
more recent scholars, that method of teaching in which the 
utterances of the master are called forth by questions,” 
As the Church extended its area, Mosheim declares, 
“schools were erected everywhere from the beginning ;” 
and of the days of Clement and Origen—the second and 
third centuries—Dr. Proudfit concludes: “In such high 
estimation was the business of catechetical instruction 
then held, as to command the whole time and labor of the 
greatest minds of the Church. . . . And in like estimation 
it continued to be held so long as truth was looked upon as 
the proper glory and power of Christianity, and the teach- 
ing of truth as the great means of converting souls and 
rearing up a holy posterity to perpetuate the Church. But 
when the ecclesiastical spirit overcame the evangelical . . . 
catechetical instruction of course declined.” From the 
earlier centuries down to the present time, all the history 
of the Christian Church goes to show that only when the 
Church-school—the Sunday-school as we now call it—has 
been given the place which our Lord assigned it in the 
original plan of his Church, has there been substantial 
progress made in the upbuilding of any body of Christian 
believers in the knowledge of God’s word, and in the prac- 
tice of its precepts. As Bishop Jebb affirmed: “In exact 
proportion as catechising has been practiced or neglected ; 
in the same proportion have the public faith or morals 
been seen to flourish or decline.” 

Do not misunderstand me. Every great reform has been 
brought about through preaching. Christendom has been 
aroused from its sloth and stimulated to new life and 
activity by the trumpet voice ofthe faith-filled preacher. 
Inspiration to achievement and progress has come not by 
the schools, but by the pulpit. Preaching has been and is 
to be the pre-eminent agency to convict and win sinners, 
and to exhort and guidesaints. But the religious ¢raining 
of any people has been attained, and the results of any 
reformation have been made permanent only through a pro- 
cess of teaching, by the Sunday-school or its substantial 
equivalent. As the decline of catechetical instruction 
presaged the dark ages of the middle centuries ; so, on the 
other hand, every revival of true Church life has been ac- 
companied and made effective by a return to the catechet- 
ical mode of instruction ; and those branches of the Church 
which have retained their spiritual vitality in seasons of 
general religious declension have invariably given promi- 
nence to this method of teaching. 

The New England religious record is a striking illustra- 
tion of this universal truth. Our Pilgrim fathers had no 
thought of building up a Christian commonwealth through 
the family and the pulpit alone. They gave large promi- 
nence to the teaching idea. Their religion covered seven 
days in the week, and they practically gave five days to 
the Sunday-school by having religious truth taught cate- 
chetically—although by an imperfect plan—in the public 
school. No wonder, then, that they wanted all of Sunday 
for preaching! But the vicious element in their system 


was the union of Church and State; and the trouble with 
their form of Sunday-school was, that it was turned over 
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to the civil authorities. When the public schools were 
gradually secularized, the people were left without the 
Sunday-school, and the religious decline of the community 
was @ consequence—as it is sure to be with any people who 
have only the family and the pulpit as the means of reli- 
gious instruction. Error and unbelief came in like a flood, 
and all things pure and lovely and of good report were 
being swept away from the face of New England, when in 
the good province of God a new barrier was reared against 
the devastating forces, by the introduction of the modern 
Sunday-school—of the original Church-school of Chris- 
tianity in its new and improved form. And from that day 
to this the religious elevation and progress of New Eng- 
land have kept pace with the extension and improvement 
of the Sunday-school. In any examination into the rise 
and decline of skepticism in New England, it is giving 
prominence to the secondary rather than the primary 
causes, which emphasizes the particular forms of error 
which made their appearance in the pulpits of that region, 
and the subsequent new presentations of truth by the 
preachers which met successfully the popular heresies. 
Skepticism and error were inevitable in New England 
when a generation arose with no training in the Sunday- 
school. It is never safe to leave the membership of the 
Church so uninstructed in Bible truth as to render it 
possible for false doctrine to be proclaimed unnoticed in the 
pulpit. Skepticism and error again lost their hold in New 
England when the children and their parents were brought 
through the Sunday-school to search the Scriptures daily 
whether the things affirmed by their ministers were true. 
This is, in substance, the story of religious progress and 
decline everywhere. 

That the Sunday-school has not been commonly recog- 
nized as a formal department of the Church, doing a work 
specifically commanded of God, is as undeniable as that it 
ought to be thus accepted. That it is more and more 
widely looked upon in this light is one of the hopeful signs 
of progress. A church without its teaching service is 
surely a sadly imperfect church. If a Church prosecutes 
its work of teaching through the Sunday-school in its pres- 
ent form, then its Sunday-school is a department of its 
organization of like legitimacy with its pulpit. If, how- 
ever, achurch refuses to accept the Sunday-schoolas now 
constituted for the doing of its teaching work, then it is 
bound to employ some other method of conforming to the 
command of the Great Commission, by teaching God’s 
word catechetically to the people of its charge. At all 
events, the Sunday-school as it is, or the Sunday-school 
reorganized and improved, ‘must be counted an essential 
and a divinely sanctioned department of every duly con- 
stituted local church. And the recognition of this fact 
brings into immediate prominence certain important 
church duties toward the Sunday-school which have been 
too often overlooked or ignored. 

(1.) Each church must hold itself responsible for the 
teaching given in its Sunday-school; and this of course 
involves the duty of choosing its teachers and of training 
them for and in their work. The superintendent of the 
school should be a recognized church officer in charge of 
the school management, subject, of course, to church over- 
sight. His assisting teachers, selected by himself as “faith- 
ful men [and women] who shall be able to teach others 
also,” should be approved by the church; and they as well 
as he should be formally and publicly inducted into station. 
Those who are already teachers, and those who are candi- 
dates for this position, should have the advantage of thor- 
ough instruction in both the matter and manner of teach- 
ing, that they may become “ apt to teach,” and may speak 
“ the things which become sound doctrine.” 

(2.) Time enough, and at proper hours, must be given to 
the Sunday-school in the arrangement by the church of its 
Lord’s Day services. The Sunday-school should not be 
ground between the upper and nether mill-stones of 
assumed “regular services.” It is itself a “regular” service, 
as valid and as clearly commanded of God as any other 
church service. It ought not to be thrust aside for preach- 
ing, or praying, or singing, or Bible reading. The question 
is not whether there shall be one sermon or two each 
Lord’s Day; it is whether God’s agency of teaching shall 
be denied to his people. If two sermons or four can be 
given and heard in a day to advantage, let them be so; 
but let no church shut out or unduly cramp and stint its 
teaching service in order to multiply other services. 

(3.) The Sunday-school must have a proper place to meet 
in. ln building a new house of worship, a church ought to 
plan for its Sunday-school as surely as for its congrega- 
tion of passive hearers. It is not enough to arrange for a 
“lecture-room,” or a prayer-meeting room,” with the 
understanding that the Sunday-school can meet in it for 
an hour on Sunday. Rooms for the Sunday-school—Bible 
class rooms and primary class rooms, as well as the main 
school room—should be provided, with sliding doors or 
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windows to separate them from each other or to throw 
them together on occasions, and with circular or movable 
or graduated seats, so that school instruction may be 
carried on to advantage. Then if these rooms will answer 
for the weekly prayer-meeting, so much the better. At 
all events, the Sunday-school will be thus far provided for. 

(4) All necessary expenses of the Sunday-school should 
be met by the church. Besides the permanent outlay for 
school-rooms and their furniture,—including maps and 
blackboards and Bibles and hymn-books,—there should 
be ample provision for a supply of lesson helps and teach- 
ers’ periodicals, and for a fair amount of printing by the 
superintendent. A library of reference books for the 
teachers will in many schools be a necessity; a library for 
the scholars will in others be deemed desirable. Whatever 
is needed to give the school greatest efficiency, and to keep 
up and advance its standard of instruction, should be pro- 
vided ungrudgingly at church charge. Those who do the 
work of teaching gratuitously ought not to be called on to 
pay the bills of those whom they represent in this service. 
The amount of needed outlay for the Sunday-school will 
depend, of course, very much upon its size and surround- 
ings, and must necessarily be measured by the resources 
of the particular church. It would seem, however, as if 
from one dollar to five dollars per annum for each scholar 
in the school would be a very moderate outlay for the 
work devolved on this department of church activity. 

It is pleasant to be able to say that there has been gain 
in the direction of all these desirable attainments, among 
the churches of our faith, within the past few years. 
Sunday-schools which were long conducted as independent 
organizations have been formally adopted as an integral 
portion of the churches whose names they before bore by 
courtesy. The installation of Sunday-school officers and 
teachers, by a service which recognizes these laborers as 
representatives of the church, is no longer an untried 
experiment, An annual report by the superintendent to 
the church in the presence of the congregation, detailing 
the condition and progress of the Sunday-school, is a custom 
in growing favor. Normal classes for the training of 
teachers have been started here and there in the churches, 
in some cases as a regular department of the Sunday-school; 
in others, as an occasional agency. Institutes for the 
instruction of those already in the work have multiplied. 
Teachers’-meetings are now looked upon as a necessity 
where a little while ago they were called an impossibility. 
Competitive examinations, to show the scholars’ attain- 
ment in their lessons, are now common. The time for 
holding the Sunday-school has in many churches been 
changed from the noon hour to the hour of the second 
preaching service of olden time, and its session is now 
dignified by the name of “ Bible-service,” as an indication 
of the new esteem in which it is held as a regular service 
of the church. There are more good Sunday-school rooms 
in our churches than ever before, and attention to Sunday- 
school architecture is now demanded of every intelligent 
church building committee in city or country. And 
steadily the wise custom attains of including a liberal 
appropriation for the Sunday-school in the estimate of 
church or parish expenses for the year. No longer is it 
universally the case that provision is made for the pastor’s 
salary, for the sexton’s wages, for the cost of coal or wood, 
and of gas or kerosene, for the pay of chorister and the 
bellows boy, but not for periodicals and printing, for books 
and reward cards, for certificates and examination papers, 
and for other essentials or desirable aids in the line of 
Sunday-school work. Progress in all these particulars is 
evident, and in the same direction the path of the just 
“shineth more and more unio the perfect day.” 

But thus far I have spoken only of the Sunday- school 
as a department of the local church. The undenomina- 
tional “ neighborhood Sunday-school” as a pioneer agency 
of evangelizing ought certainly not to be overlooked or 
undervalued. This is in some sense an American agency, 
an adaptation of the church teaching service to the charac- 
ter and necessities of this country. With our rapidly 
extending population, and the sparse settlements on our 
steadily advancing frontiers, it is quite impracticable to 
have a settled ministry with every local community. 
Moreover, with the large influx of immigrants from the 
various countries of Europe, including rationalists and 
errorists of every name—and of none, our border popula- 
tions could not be met most effectively by pulpit appeals 
to those already in mature life, with fixed prejudices 
against everything in the shape of evangelical religion. 
The children are the hopeful class of our new settlements. 
They can be won into the Sunday-school, when their 
parents could not be drawn into the sanctuary. As a prac- 
tical matter they have commonly been thus reached; and 
now for more than fifty years the undenominational neigh- 
borhood Sunday-school has moved forward with the 
advancing wave of migration west and south, and this 











agency, followed up as it has been by efficient labors in 
the line of church organization on the part of the several 
evangelical denominations, has been the means under God 
of preserving our nation to civil and religious liberty. 

A large share of all the Protestant churches formed in 
America within the last half-century had their beginning 
in undenoménational Sunday-schools. And no denomina- 
tion owes a greater percentage of its new churches within 
that period to this agency than the Congregational. The 
character and polity of Congregationalism give to it an 
advantage in this particular. Unreached by strictly 
denominational pressure, a Union Sunday-school is likely 
to become a Union—or what is much the same thing, a 
Congregational church, If denominational agencies, how- 
ever, compete for the permanent occupation of ground 
where a Union Sunday-school is in bivouac, it ought to be 
no barrier to the representatives of our order,—and it 
would be hardly prudent for any other branch of the 
Church to admit that it was to theirs,—that the people of 
that community had been for some time engaged in the 
diligent study of the Bible. In point of fact, in those fields 
where Congregationalism has obtained any substantial 
foot-hold the Union Sunday-school has been the common- 
est beginning of Congregational churches, 

This truth seems to have been recognized by the last 
National Council, at New Haven, in its recommendation 
of new measures for the promotion of “ Missionary Sunday- 
school work” by the American Home Missionary Society. 
The report of plans and progress of the past three years, 
in this direction, has been laid before the present Council by 
those who have the matter in charge. It is enough for me 
suggest in addition one or two points which ought to be born 
in mind in the prosecution of all work of this sort. 

(1.) The living missionary, rather than the printed page, 
must be depended on for the first gathering of a pioneer 
neighborhood Sunday-school. It would be folly to pile 
libraries on the prairies, or to scatter them in the forests, 
in the hope that the wilderness and the solitary place would 
promptly become glad for them, and that the desert would 
through their agency quickly rejoice and blossom as the 
rose. A Sunday-school can be formed, and can prosper, 
without a library; but there is no hope for a Sunday- 
school without scholars, Scholars must be looked up in 
their homes, reached one by one, or in family clusters, in 
their log-cabins or sod-houses, and drawn by personal invi- 
tations and entreaties to the place of the proposed Sunday- 
school. Children are not to be won as subscribers to anew 
Sunday-school by any system of chromo premiums, espe- 
cially while there is as yet no advertising medium through 
which to inform them of the distribution of awards, With- 
out the labors of the living missionary the neediest fields 
will be without the Sunday-school, even though the best 
books and papers in the world are as free as air, and are 
“as the sand which is by the sea-shore innumerable. 

(2.) The missionary who is set to the work of organizing 
pioneer Sunday-schools ought to be a Sunday-school 
expert, and have his time free from other obligations, that 
he may devote himself unreservedly to this service. A 
training for his work and familiarity with its methods is as 
important to a Sunday-school missionary as to a preacher, 
a house carpenter, a farmer, or a horse-doctor. And in 
addition to all the volunteer Sunday-school work done by 
pastors and Christian laymen, there is need, all over our 
country, of special service by men fitted for and devoted 
to the forming and establishing of neighborhood Sunday- 
schools. Ministers who have charge of pioneer churches 
among a sparse population, may do something in this line 
in their own immediate fields; but with their other pastoral 
duties demanding attention, they can hardly find more time 
for such service than is available to the ordinary clergyman 
settled over a compact congregation. If it were true that 
distributing libraries was doing Sunday-school missionary 
work, then indeed any settled pastor could be an efficient 
Sunday-school missionary ; so, for all that, a post-master 
or an express agent could be; but as the locating of 
libraries—however laudable that may be in itself—is not 
doing true Sunday-school missionary work, the man who 
is set to organizing neighborhood Sunday-schools must have 
time for his work, and must be trained to use that time to 
advantage. 

Just so far as those having a responsibility for the 
Sunday-school missionary work of the churches represented 
in this council have put trained men into the field, for the 
specific purpose of organizing and quickening Sunday- 
schools in pioneer communities, and in the out-lying neigh- 
borhoods of the older states, have they done well, and can 
they appeal confidently for aid in carrying forward this 
good work. Just so far as they have come short of this, 
have they failed to do that which is demanded by the 
necessities of our peculiar population, and which has by the 


experience of the past fifty years been found so generally 
effective and hopeful. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON OALENDAR. 


STUDIES IN THE ACTS. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1877.) 


4. Oct, 28,—Paul before the Council 
5. Novy. 4.—Paul before Felix 
6. Nov. 11. Paul before Agrippa 
7, Nov. 18.—Almost Per led 
8. Nov. 26.—Paul in the Storm 
9. Dee, 2.—The Deliverance 
10. Dee. 9.—Paul in Melita 
11, Dee, 16.—Paul at Rome 
12. Dec, 23.—Paul’s Last Words. 
13. Dee. 30.—Review. 


Acts 23: 1-11 
Acts 24; 10°25 
Acts 26: 6-20 
Acts 26: 21-29 
Acts 27: 14-26 
Acts 27 : 33-44 
Acts 28:1-10 
Acts 28: 16-31 
2 Tim. 4:1-8 





























LESSON 6, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1877. 
Title: PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Wuerevron, O Kina Aaripra, I was Nor piso- 
REDIENT UNTO THE HEAVENLY Viston.—Acts 26: 19. 


Lesson Topic: Testimony from Experience. 
1. Battling, v. 6-11. 
Outline: < 2. Conquered, v. 12-18. 
3. Serving, v. 19, 20. 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, Nov. 5: Acts 26: 6-20, Testimony from experience. 
Tuesday, Nov. 6: Acts 7: 54-60; 8: 1-3. Battling. 
Wednesday, Nov. 7: Acts 9: 1-9. Assailed, 


Thursday, Nov. 8: Acts 9: 10-22. Conquered 

Friday, Nov. 9: Gal. 1; 11-24, Obedient. 

Saturday, Nov. 10: 2 Cor. 4: 1-11, Serving 

Sunday, Nov. 11: 2 Tim. 4: 1-8. Faithful. 

LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 26° 6-20.] 

6. And now I stand andam judged for the hope of the promise 
made of God unto our fathers. 

7. Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God, 
day and night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, king Agrippa, 
I am accused of the Jews. 

8. Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead ? 

9. I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth, 

10. Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints 
did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief 
priests: and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against 
them, 

11, And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled 
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I 
persecuted them even unto strange cities. 

12. Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and com- 
mission from the chief priests, 

13, At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, 
above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them 
which journeyed with me, 

14. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice 
speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? itis hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks. é 

15. And I said, Who art thou, Lord ? 
whom thou persecutest, 

16. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both 
of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the 
which I will appear unto thee: 

17. Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee, 

18. To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanc- 
tified by faith that is in me. : 

19. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision. 

20, But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, 
and throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, 
that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance. 


And he said, I am Jesus 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Acts 26:6. The promise. And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel, Gen. 3:15. 
In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. Gen. 12: 3. 
——And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
Gen, 22: 18——The Lorp thy God will raise up unto thee a 








Israel. 
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Ezra 6: 17——yYe also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Matt. 19: 28——James, a 
servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes 
which are scattered abroad, greeting. James 1: 1. 





Serving God, day and night. And there was one 
Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: 
she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years 
from her virginity; and she was a widow of about fourscore and 
four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God 
Luke 2: 36, 37. 
Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, 
and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith. 1 Thess 
3: 10——Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth 
in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night and 


with fastings and prayers night and day. 





day. 1 Tim. 5:5. 

V.9. Contrary to the name of Jesus. They shal] 
put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whoso- 
ever killeth you will think that he doeth God service, John 16:2, 
For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not 
tom. 10: 2 Ye have heard of my 
conversation in time past in the Jew’s religion, how that beyond 
measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it, Gal. 1:13, 
Phil. 3: 6 ——Who 
1 Tim, 











according to knowledge. 





Concerning zeal, persecuting the church. 
was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious. 
a: 2d, 

v.10. The saints, The saints that are in the earth, 
Psa. 16° 3 But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the 
Yor it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to 
make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jeru- 
salem. Rom. 15: 25, 26 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by 
the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the 








saints, 





faithful in Christ Jesus. Eph. 1: 1——And I saw the woman 
drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. Rev. 17: 6. 


Vv. 1l. Compelled them to blaspheme. Verily I 
say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, 
and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: but he 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgive- 
Mark 38: 28, 29.—— 
But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with 
envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, 
Acts 13: 45 Do not they 
blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called? 





ness, but is in danger of eternal damnation. 


contradicting and blaspheming. 





James 2: 7. 





v.15. Tam Jesus, Your murmurings are not against 
us, but against the Lord. Ex. 16: 8 And the king shal] 
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me. Matt. 25: 40. But all these things will 
they do unto you for my name’s sake. John 15: 21. 








Vv. 16. A minister and a witness. By whom we 
have received grace and apostleship. Rom. 1: 5,——That I 
should be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering 
Rom. 15: 16—Therefore, seeing we have 





the gospel of God. 
this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not. 2 Cor 
4:1——And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation. 2 Cor. 5: 18. Timotheus, our brother, and 
minister of God, and our fellow-laborer in the gospel of Christ 
1 Thess. 3: 2. 


V.17. Delivering thee. Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous: but the Lorp delivereth him out of them all. Psa. 
34: 19. 








Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth 
deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us. 1 Cor 
1:10 But out of them all the Lord delivered me. 2 Tim.3: 11. 
——lI was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 2 Tim. 4: 17. 








V.18. Inheritance among them which are sancti- 
fied. And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ. fom. 8 : 17, In whom also we have 
Eph. 1: 11 Giving thanks unto the 
Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the saints in light. Col 1: 12. The promise of eternal 
inheritance. Heb. 9: 15. Hath not God chosen the poor of 
this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
> James 2: 5. An inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you. 1 Pet. 1:4. 











obtained -an inheritance. 








promised to them that love him ° 





v.20. They should repent. Surely after that I was 
turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon 
my thigh, Jer. 31: 19. Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven 
isat hand. Matt 3: 2. Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish. Luke 13: 3. Or despisest thou the riches of his good- 
ness and forbearance and long-suffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? Rom. 2: 4. 

















Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented 
of. 2 Cor. 7: 10. 

Works meet for repentance. Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the Lorp, and he will have mercyfupon him; and to 
our God for he will abundantly pardon. 
forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. 








Isa. 55: 7. Bring 
Matt. 3: 8, As he 
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 








Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto him ye shall hearken. Deut, 18: 15 Behold, I will send 
my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and the 
Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall 
come, saith the Lorp of hosts. Mal, 3: 1, 


v.77. Our twelve tribes. 








And for a sin offering for all 


Israel, twelve be-goats, according to the number of the tribes of prisoner free. Indeed, Felix conferred with Paul frequently, 


conversation. 1 Pet. 1: 15. 


INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


Felix felt the power of Paul's appeals, but he neither 
espoused the religion Paul commended, nor did he set the 





but, hoping to obtain a bribe for liberating him, he held him 
for two years, when Porcius Festus became governor, and 
Felix, to please the Jews, left Paul still a prisoner (chap. 24 : 
26, 27). 

On the first appearance of the new governor at Jerusalem, 
the high-priest and other prominent Jews entreated him to 
send Paul back to them, they secretly purposing to lie in wait 
and kill him (chap. 25: 1-3), But Festus refused this request, 
and appointed an early hearing of the case at Cesarea. In 
this hearing, Festus proposed that Paul should go up to Jeru- 
salem for trial, but Paul thereupon appealed to Cesar, and 
the decision given was, “ Unto Cesar shalt thou go” (chap. 
25: 4-12). 

While Festus awaited opportunity to forward his prisoner 
to Rome, Agrippa and his sister Bernice came to Cesarea to 
salute the new governor. In a free conversation about 
government affairs, Festus told Agrippa about Paul, and 
Agrippa expressed his desire to see the man. So an inter- 
view was appointed, which led to the results sketched in the 
lesson now in hand. (Read chap. 25: 13-27, and chap. 
26: 1-5.) 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR A. C, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
REVISED TRANSLATION. 


(6.) And now I stand being on trial for the hope of the 
promise which was made of God unto our fathers, (7.) unto 
which [promise] our twelve tribes earnestly serving [God] day 
and night, hope to attain; concerning which hope I am 
accused, O king, by Jews! (8) Why is it with you judged 
a thing incredible that God raiseth the dead? (9.) I, indeed 
now, thought for myself that in reference to the name of 
Jesus the Nazarene, I ought to do much that was hostile: (10.) 
which also I did in Jerusalem; and I both shut up in prison 
many of the saints, receiving my authority from the chief 
priests, and as they were being put to death I gave my vote 
against them; (11.) and throughout all the synagogues, fre- 
quently punishing them, compelling them to blaspheme, and 
filled with exceeding madness against them, I persecuted them 
even into foreign cities. (12.) In which business as I was 
journeying to Damascus, with authority and commission 
from the chief priests, (13.) at mid-day, on the road I saw, 
O king, above the brightness of the sun, a light shine from 
heaven about me, and them that were journeying with me. 
(14.) And as we all fell down to the earth, I heard a voice say- 
ing to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me? It is hard for thee to be kicking against goads. 
(15) And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 
I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. (16.) But arise and 
stand upon thy feet, for for this purpose have I appeared unto 
thee, to appoint thee a minister and a witness both of that 
which thou hast seen, and of that in which I will show 
myself unto thee; (17.) while I rescue thee from the people 
and from the Gentiles, unto whom I send thee, (18 ) to open 
their eyes, that they may turn from darkness unto light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
remission of sins and an inheritance among the sanctified, 
by faith in me. (19.) Wherefore, King Agrippa, I did not 
prove disobedient to the heavenly vision; (20.) but first to 
those in Damascus, and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the 
country of Judea, and unto the Gentiles, I bore the tidings 
that they should repent and turn unto God, doing works 
worthy of repentance. 

NOTES. 

Some two years have elapsed since the events of the last 
lesion, during which period Paul has been kept by Felix a 
prisoner at Cesarea, and remained such when Felix left the 
procuratorship of Judea to his successor, Porcius Festus. 
The new ruler conducts himself, though not quite unexcep- 
tionably, yet on the whole with a “straightforward honesty” 
which contrasts strongly “with the mean rascality of his 
predecessor.” After resisting the endeavor of the Jews to 
decoy Paul to Jerusalem, avowedly to try, but in reality: to 
assassinate him, Festus gives a hearing to Paul in presence 
of his accusers from Jerusalem, and, when Paul appeals from 
the provincial tribunal to the emperor, accedes to his request, 
and resolves to send him to Rome. Yet, perplexed as to the 
statements which he should send to the emperor regarding 
him, he avails himself of the occasion of a visit from Herod 
Agrippa, his royal neighbor, to get a more exact idea of the 
alleged crimes of the prisoner. This Agrippa was Herod 
Agrippa II., son of Herod Agrippa I. (whose miserable 
death is recorded chap. 12: 23, but whose dominions were 
large), grandson of Aristobulus, and great grandson of Herod 
the Great. On the death of his uncle, Herod, king of Chal- 
cis, in A. D. 48, he received the province of Chalcis, in place 
of which were subsequently given, along with the title of 
king, the tetrarchies of Philip and Lysanias(Luke 3: 1,2), and, 
still later, by Nero, parts of Galilee and Perea. He wasa 
weak-minded but well-meaning prince, and a zealot of the 
law. Bernice, who now accompanied him, was his sister, 
youngest daughter of Agrippa I. She was also sister of 
Drusilla (chap. 24: 24), and, like her, famous both for her 








beauty and profligacy. She had been married to her uncle 
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Herod, prince of Chalcis; lived after his death probably in 
incestuous relations with her brother Agrippa, which were inter- 
rupted for a short time by a marriage, speedily dissolved, 
with Polemon, king of Cilicia. She finally became mistress, 
successively, of the emperors Vespasian and Titus. 

Agrippa, as a zealous Jew, would naturally be deemed by 
the Roman Festus a fitting person to judge in the case of 
Paul. He is put forward by Festus to the chief place in the 
trial, alike for his superior rank as king, for his competence 
to judge the case, as a Jew, and, by courtesy, as the guest of 
the procurator. The apostle gives a detailed statement of 
his conversion as his best personal defense, and probably as 
the most likely means of reaching the understanding and 
conscience of Agrippa. He opens with the same courteous 
tone which he had employed before Felix. He asserts his 
former strict fidelity to the recognized principles of Judaism, 
and proceeds to assert that his Christian course is no devia- 
tion from the deeper spirit of those principles. 


Verse 6.—And now: as I have formerly been a faithful 
votary of Judaism, so now—Z stand on trial (better than “ am 
judged") for (or over) the hope cherished by my countrymen, 
and an essential part of our national faith [of the fulfillment! 
of the promise made of God to the fathers. This hope was 
primarily that of the coming and kingdom of the Messiah. 
The grand proof that Jesus was the Messiah was his resurrec- 
tion from the dead; and as this was the basis of that general 
resurrection which was an article of Jewish orthodox faith, 
Paul treats the three as really belonging together (chap, 23: 63 
24: 15.) 


Verse 7.— Unto which [promise]: that is, unto the fulfll- 
ment of which promise: so, occasionally, “ promise” is put for 
“fulfillment of the promise” (Heb. 6: 15).—arnestly: or 
fervently ; which is meant by the “instantly” (as it were, 
urgently, pressingly: Latin, instans, “pressing on”) of the 
common version.—The twelve tribes: all pious Israelites, 
whether in Palestine or scattered “in the dispersion,” cherish 
still the old Messianic hope: all hope to attain to it—Concern- 
ing which hope: it is nothing but my belief in regard to this 
that subjects me to accusation —By Jews: not “ by the Jews.” 
The omission of the article emphasizes the marvel that such 
an accusation can come from Jews. It is by Jews that I am 
so accused, 


Verse 8.—The above naturally suggests the grand proof of 
the Messiahship of Jesus, namely, his resurrection from the 
dead. This Paul holds to be amply proved, and only un- 
reasonable skepticism can deny it. This is all the more 
unreasonable inasmuch as they did believe in an ultimate 
and general resurrection. Why should it be discredited in 
the case of Jesus? That (or if) God raises the dead : literally, 
persons that are dead. The specific reference here is to Jesus, 
not to the general resurrection. 


Verse 9.—Paul proceeds to show that he had himself been 
involved in the same prejudice with his countrymen, but by 
what decisive and overwhelming evidence it had been over- 
come. He had shared the same skepticism with them as to 
the claims of Jesus, and had testified the sincerity and strength 
of his conviction in the clearest manner. The following 
statements show how deep and inveterate were his preju- 
dices, and how decisive must have been the evidence that 
could overcome them.—J, indeed, now : I emphatic, I, aswell 
as the rest. ‘ Indeed,” “to be sure,” did think so—but now 
do not. This is the suppressed antithesis— Thought for 
myself: as against the truer judgment of God.—Jn reference to: 
with subordinate idea of against —The name: equivalent, as 
often, to the person—The Nazarene : contemptuous, from the 
point of view of Saul the persecutor. So often alike with 
Jews and heathen it was an epithet of contempt both for the 
Master and his disciples—Ought to do much: and he did 
much; he evinced his earlier faith, as he did his later, by his 
works. 

Verse 10.—In prison (chap. 8: 3; 9: 1): authority, chap. 
9: 1.— Were being put to death: chap. 7:58, and 8:1. The 
case of Stephen was, of course, not a solitary one. Paul 
had alike been a persecutor himself, and abetted and cheered 
on persecution in others. 

Verse 11—The synagogues: as foretold, Matt. 10: 17; 
23:34. The chiefs of the synagogues judged the people in 
many points, especially in matters of religion. Sentence 
publicly inflicted would be doubly humiliating, and doubly 
likely to deter others from a like apostasy.—I kept compel 
ling: or tried to compel. The verb states the endeavor, not 
necessarily its accomplishment.—Blaspheme: speak reviling 
words against Jesus and his gospel. Thus the pagan govern- 
ors often sought to compel Christians to blaspheme the name 
of Christ.— Foreign cities: of which only Damascus is named, 
not from its superior importance, but from the magnitude of 
the events that marked his journey thither, His foreign 
persecutions were impelled by a rage that amounted to 
frenzy (‘in my exceeding madness,” “in the violence of 
my frenzy”). 

Verse 12.—In which business, to wit, of persecution, and 
that to foreign cities.—Authority and commission: the two 
words strengthen each other. 

Verse 13.—At mid-day: to make the manifestation the 





more remarkable. A glory that could eclipse and render 
pale the mid-day sun was more wonderful even than that 
which could illuminate the night. The glorified Jesus 
matches his brightness with the effulgence of the noon-day 
sun. J saw: the order of the original is very striking: “O 
king” comes in to give emphasis to “I saw.” It runs: “ At 
mid-day on the road I saw, O king, from heaven, above the 
brightness of the sun,shine round me alight,” etc.—‘* Them 
that were journeying.” The light encompassed them all, 
though all did not equally hear the voice (chap. 22: 9). 

Verse 14.—Fell down: Matt. 17: 6, the disciples fell upon 
their face, but rather with reverence than, as here, from a 
violent and overwhelming shock. The light was more than 
they could bear. In chap. 2: 6, the words are, ‘about mid- 
day, suddenly out of heaven there flashed (or blazed) around 
me a light."—To be kicking (as thou art) against goads: a 
familiar Greek proverb, drawn from the ineffectual kicking 
back of an ox against the sharp iron goad with which its 
master urged iton. A forcible simile for impotent struggle 
against overmastering force. 


Verse 15.—Under the form of an inquiry implies a will 
already conquered, and only waiting for light and direction. 
In the term “ Lord” Saul recognizes his Master. The change 
seems to have been sudden and complete. There was probably 
no previous preparation, no course of softening reflection 
on the part of Saul. The vision surprised him amidst his 
fiercest breathings of threatening and slaughter. The moral 
phenomenon was as instantaneous as the physical. A furious 
persecutor was struck to the earth; an humbled worshiper 
and disciple arose from it.—J am Jesus: the language at once 
of authority and of tender reproach.— Whom thou persecutest 
reminds Saul at once of the wickedness and the impotence of 
his conduct. Why should he persecute Jesus? Of what 
avail to be persecuting the Lord? To persecute the disciple 
is to persecute the Master. 


Verse 16.—But arise: said with authority. The Lord has 
thus far left Saul to his unbridled courses: he now takes 
possession of him. He knows that his will is conquered. 
The light that blazed around him was as nothing to the 
illumination that had fallen on his soul. Jesus informs him 
of the great purposes of this appearance; to make him his 
servant and witness alike for the present and for other and 
still greater future revelations. Jesus condescended to appear 
personally to Paul, and Paul always claimed to have had 
direct personal instructions from the Lord, like his fellow 
apostles. 

Verse 17.— While I rescue thee: while sending forth Saul 
on his mission, the Lord promises to stand by him and shield 
him from the dangers to which it exposed him — The people. 
that is, the Jews.— Zhe Gentiles: The Lord has a further sur- 
prise for Saul, and stumbling-block to his Jewish prejudices, 
in that he sends him among the Gentiles. Paul's commission 
as apostle to the Gentiles is received at the very hour of his 
conversion. 


Verse 18.— To open their eyes: impart to them spiritual 
light: all sin is blindness, and sin and idolatry are a double 
blindness. Christianity is light: the figure 1s constant in 
the New Testament (Matt.5:14; John 1:4,5,9; 1 Cor. 4:5). 
—The power of Satan: there are two kingdoms, that of God 
and thatof Satan. Satan is “the prince of this world” 
(John 14: 30), he is the spirit that ruleth in the hearts of the 
children of disobedience. Christ comes to dethrone the devil, 
wrest from him his dominion, and transfer his enthralled sub- 
jects to the kingdom of God. In pursuance of this they 
receive forgiveness of sins, and the inheritance of the saints, 
which is eternal blessedness and glory in the kingdom of the 
Messiah.—By faith: connected with “receive,” not with 
“sanctified.” It expresses the condition of their receiving 
pardon and glory. 


Verse 19.— Wherefore in view of such a glorious call and 
promise.—I did not (literally) become; that is, did not prove 
myself in my conduct-—The heavenly vision; this manifesta- 
tion of the glorified Redeemer, and the instructions which 
accompanied it. The manifestation was for a moment, but 
the effect was potent and life-long. 


Verse 20.—Asserts his faithful obedience first as to the 
subjects, second, as to the subject-matter of his message. 
He instantly began to preach to those in Damascus (chap. 
9: 20); then, on his return, to those in Jerusalem (chap. 9: 29). 
—Throughout all the country of Judea: this probably not at 
the commencement of his ministry, but in the course of it. 
Probably few portions of Judea had not had the preaching 
of the apostle. He naturally sums all his preaching in Judea 
together, before proceeding to mention those who were the 
chief subjects of his ministry, the Gentiles. As to the subject- 
matter of his preaching, it was that which we are familiar 
with, repentance (chap. 17 : 30), turning to God (chap. 14:15), 
and doing works worthy of repentance. So, from John the 
Baptist down (Matt. 3: 8), the gospel is one continuous 
lesson of faith in Christ, and accompanying good works. 
The Christian is not to seek justification by his works; but 
by good works he will evince the genuineness of his faith 
and the sincerity of his repentance. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV, NEWMAN HALL, LL.B, 


Felix, after trembling at the words of his prisoner, kept 
him in captivity two years. Festus then became governor 
of the province, and was at once appealed to by Paul's ene- 
mies at Jerusalem, who desired another trial in that city, 
intending to assassinate Paul on his way. This Festus 
refused, and summoned the accusers to Cesarea. Festus, 
wishing to please the Jews, and yet fearing the consequences 
of sacrificing a Roman citizen, asked Paul's own consent to 
goto Jerusalem, Well knowing the purpose of the Jews, and 
that he could expect no justice at their hands, he appealed to 
the supreme tribunal of the emperor. Soon after, visited by 
King Agrippa and his sister Bernice, Festus stated the 
circumstances, desiring the advice of one familiar with 
Jewish customs as to the precise indictment which he should 
send to Rome against the prisoner. Agrippa, who must have 
heard, both at Rome and in his Syrian kingdom, much 
respecting Jesus and his followers, was curious to hear what 
Paul might say. 

The next day a court was held with great pomp, in the 
presence of military officers of high command and the chief 
men of the city. Festus was seated on his tribunal, and the 
king and his sister occupied places suited to their high rank. 
Paul expressed his pleasure in having to defend himself 
before one who, as a Jew, was well versed in those customs 
and questions of his nation with which the accusation against 
him was so mixed up. His defense was a plain statement of 
facts, but of facts so skillfully selected and arranged as to be 
calculated to convince Agrippa that the Jews had no solid 
basis for their anger towards him. He was not a stranger to 
them, not an alien, not one whom they could charge with 
hostility or immorality. He had been educated among them, 
was a zealous Pharisee, and even now was really accused of 
nothing more than cherishing the hope, common to the whole 
nation, of a future life. This hope was confirmed by the fact 
of the resurrection of Christ. He, Paul, was not one of the 
original founders of this sect. On the contrary, having the 
confidence of the Sanhedrim, and armed with their authority, 
he had zealously persecuted the Christians, and it was there- 
fore only the force of conviction which could have so altered 
his opinion and his practice. On his way to Damascus, Jesus 
himself had appeared to him, and appointed him to preach to 
the nations the gospel of salvation by Christ. He could 
not disobey this heavenly call, and so he went about telling 
men to turn from their sins and serve God. In this mission 
he taught nothing but what Moses and the prophets in the 
Jews’ own Scriptures had taught, and yet it was because of 
this that they sought to slay him. 


Verse 6.—" The hope of the promise” is the great difference 
between Christians and the world. We walk by faith. We 
endure as seeing the invisible. Our treasure, our home, our 
hearts, are inheaven. Weare saved by hope. The worldling’s 
aim, portion, heart, is on earth. He seeks present things. 
This makes, or should make, a great difference. Because of 
this, Christians who are animated by such a hope are often 
misunderstood and hated. ‘ Because ye are not of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you.” Christians in all ages and 
countries often may say with Paul, “I stand and am judged 
for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers,” 

Verse 7.—Notwithstanding the dispersion, the Jewish 
church and nation were still spoken of as “ the twelve tribes.” 
This nation in its morning and evening temple service, and 
its public reading of the Scriptures in the synagogues, 
expressed its hope inthis promise. As by outward ceremonial 
they made profession of this hope, so by real heartfelt ser- 
vice alone can we secure the hope itself. They who serve 
God can alone hope to live with God. And this must not be 
a fitful, careless service, but one that is constant and earnest. 
“Instantly serving God day and night,” we may cherish a 
well-grounded hope of eternal life. Not that this service 
merits it, but is a sign of it. Such poor obedience and worship 
as ours can never deserve endless bliss in heaven. But if we 
do with loving hearts habitually serve God, it is a proof that 
we have already passed from death unto life, that we are 
God's children, and that he will not suffer us to perish. 

Verse 8.—There is nothing incredible in the raising of the 
dead by God. Paul anticipated an objection. He knew that 
it was regarded as an impossibility that a dead body should 
revive. There are many who think so in our day. They 
deny the possibility of miracles, They say that the laws of 
nature are absolutely uniform, and that therefore the resur- 
rection of Christ is only a symbol, a myth, and not a fact. 
Wemay admit the imcredibility of the dead rising. A dead 
body has no longer any power, and therefore it cannot rise up 
and exercise the functions of life. But cannot God, who ever 
lives, so act upon a dead body as to makeit live? With God 
nothing is impossible. Our existence at all is a miracle. 
Cannot he who gave life once, give it again? Is it a greater 
difficulty to cause a body that once lived to live again, than to 
have made it first and caused it to live at all? This is the 
answer to all such skepticism. The passage of the Red Sea, 
the healing by the brazen serpent, the manna, and the water 
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from the rock, could not have occurred by natural forces; 
let this be granted, but could not God do all these things’ Is 
he not greater than his works? Is the machinist unable to 
interpose in the working of hisown machine? Do his own laws 
exclude himself? There are many things which material 
substances and powers cannot effect of themselves, but which 
man can do in connection with them. Much more can God. 
What right have we to limit the Almighty? “ What! is it 
a thing incredible that God should raise the dead?” 


Verse 9.—Thinking we are right does not make us right. 
Paul regarded himself the chief of sinners because he had 
persecuted the church (1 Tim. 1: 12-16). This was always to 
him a subject of deep humiliation and repentance. Yet he 
says here, “I verily thought,” etc, Some of the greatest 
crimes in history have been justified by the plea of conscience. 
The burning of Smithfield, the massacre of St. Bartholomew's 
Day, all the tortures of the Inquisition, have been thus justi- 
fied, and many a wicked war, and many an act of heartless 
cruelty in private life. Nothing is more dreadful than wrong 
when wielded with a consciousness of right. We must there- 
fore see to it that our conrcience isenlightened. It is easy to 
persuade ourselves that duty is on the side of self-interest, 
pride, and prejudice. Paul's self-interest, pride, and prejudice 
were all arrayed against Christianity. By these he was hur- 
ried onward to the persuasion that he was doing God service. 
He ought to have carefully studied the real meaning of the 
Scriptures, and candidly inquired into the facts of the gospel, 
and the motives and conduct of those who preached it, and 
how far he was acting in harmony with the justice and good- 
ness of God, before he employed weapons only to be used 
against foes of God and man, His having persuaded himself 
he was right was a good plea before Agrippa, showing that he 
was a disinterested advocate, but did not acquit him before 
God, 


Verses 10, 11.—Sin leaves terrible memories. Writing cut 
in granite rocks is legible after the winds and rains of cen- 
turies have beaten against it. God forgives the penitent, but 
we cannot forgive ourselves, or forget the grievous faults of 
bygone years. So it was with Paul. It was long ago now 
that he had so persecuted the saints. He might regard his 
conduct as the error of youth, for which, in his advancing 
years, he was scarcely accountable. But how emphatically 
he refers to it! how vividly it rises before him! ‘I shut up 
in prison, as malefactors, holy persons, yes, many of them. 
I gave my influence, voice, vote, for their execution. I pun- 
ished them, cruelly scourged them, many times, again and 
again, not in one or two localities, but in every synagogue. 
I was furious towards them, exceedingly mad in my anger, 
not only towards those who lived in the same district, but I 
sought them out in distant cities, and by threats and torture did 
all I could to compel them to deny and blaspheme this name 
of Jesus whom now I preach.” Let us beware of sin which 
can leave such scars on the memory, which can furnish ma- 
teria) for such sad reflections and bitter remorse in after years. 
These memories would make Paul feel that his present suffer- 
ings were in some measure a fit chastisement for his own sins, 
—might help to make him more patient under them, and also 
more forgiving to persecutors, whom he had once surpassed 
in cruelty. 

Verse 12.—It was when on such an errand that his con- 
version took place. This was evidence of the genuineness of 
it. Had he become doubtful, alarmed, remorseful, it might 
be said that he imagined the vision. But he was in the very 
height of his zeal against the Christians, armed with authority 
from the chief priests, and panting with eagerness to secure 
fresh victims at Damascus; it was at such a time, when 
least likely to be impressed favorably towards Christianity, 
that his mind underwent a complete change. 

Verse 13.—It was not a meteor flashing in the night. The 
light he saw was at noon, in the blazing mid-day Syrian sun, 
but brighter than that sun. His attendants saw it as well as 
himself. He knew it to be a revelation from God. Thus, 
spiritually, the light often bursts on @ sinner. When pur- 
suing his ordinary occupations, perhaps when on some sinful 
errand, about to execute some wicked purpose, amidst his 
bad companions, not in the night of affliction always, but 
sometimes in the broad daylight of prosperity and pleasure, 
a light beyond all that mere intellect and learning can show, 
eclipsing all other thoughts, bursts on the conscience, and, 
revealing God, makes the sinner see his own guilt and ruin. 

Verse 14.—Christ called him by name. (1.) Jesus knows 
us all, his foes as well as his friends. He had watched Saul 
long before he thus spoke to him. So he watches sinners. 
They think he does not see nor care; but every evil work is 
watched, and if not repented of will be punished as surely as 
every cup of cold water given in his name is seen and will 
be-rewarded. (2.) Christ identifies himself with his poor and 
persecuted friends. They were scourged, imprisoned, slain, 
and might be regarded as helpless and friendless. But Jesus 
was with them—was in them—was, in a sense, themselves. 
Let enemies of God consider that in injuring his children 
they assail himself. And let the feeblest Christian take 
courage. He does not suffer unnoticed and alone. Christ 
suffers in and with him. (3.) The folly and misery of oppos- 





ing God. The driver of the oxen held the goad, or sharp 


| prong, behind the animal, which would only hurt itself the 


more by kicking against it. Who can resist God? What 
must be the result of resisting him but increasing pain and 
humiliating defeat? Every impenitent sinner is kicking 
against the pricks,—against God's law, conscience, and 
eternal judgment. Woe unto him that striveth with his 
Maker! 


Verse 15.—The continued presence of Jesus. He said, “ Lo, 
I am with you alway.” He had left the world in body, not 
in spirit. He was with his disciples always, when im- 
prisoned, scourged, slain. Saul asked, “Who art thou, 
Lord?” and he replied, “I am Jesus!” How precious to 
him in all after years was the presence of his Lord! 


Verse 16.—When by the word and spirit of the Lord we 
are smitten to the ground in contrition, it is that we may 
rise and stand upon our feet. We are cast down that we 
may be lifted up, made low that we may rise high, taught 
our utter yuin that we may be fitted for the new life and 
service of Christ. He does not intend his disciples to be 
always prostrate. It is not a healthy piety which is ever in 
the dust—always doing works of penance and mortification. 
We never stand well upright till we have fallen prostrate ; 
but if we continue prostrate it is not by the will of Christ. 
We must arise for holy, happy service. Paul was to enjoy 
further revelations of the will of God. ‘These things which 
thou hast seen, and in the which I will appear unto thee.” 
When Christ appears to the soul once, he visits it again 
and again. Let us expect visions and revelations from above. 
It is not only when at first the voice says, “Saul, Saul!” 
and we are arrested in our sins, that Jesus comes to us, but 
we may expect that often, to guide and comfort, he will 
appear. Paul was to bear witness, both of what he had 
already seen, and of revelations still to be bestowed. So 
they alone are fit to be teachers of the word who have had 
experience of Christ, who can bear testimony to what they 
themselves have known and felt, and who can continue to 
bear testimony as the result of continued manifestations of 
divine grace to their hearts. 


Verse 17.—Goc's servant are in safe keeping. Christ 
promised to deliver his servant from the wrath of his foes. 
“Delivering thee from the people,” etc. During many years 
this had been fulfilled. To God the praise was given for the 
various and wonderful deliverances experienced, and Paul, 
though now a captive, felt assured that he was protected by 
the same guardian power. 

Verse 18.—(1.) The great work of teaching and preaching. 
“To open their eyes,” etc. To remove ignorance by the truth 
of God; to show sinners their sin, misery, and danger; to 
point them to the Lamb of God; to help them to perceive the 
duty and the joy of holiness; to reveal to them Jesus, the 
Sun of Righteousness ; and so to give sight to the blind. (2.) 
All unconverted sinners are under “ the power of Satan.” He 
teaches, influences, controls, enslaves them. They think 
they are free, and choosing what will best promote their 
pleasure; but all the while they are beguiled by Satan’s 
snares, bewitched by his spells, and “taken captive by him 
at his will.” The work of Christian teachers is to deliver 
souls from this power and bring them to God. What a con- 
trast of masters, of conditions! Under whom are we? Either 
God’s servants or Satan’s! Which? (3) The benefits bestowed 
are two-fold. ‘Forgiveness of sins "—justification. Guilt 
removed, punishment remitted, God’s wrath averted. His 
love enjoyed. “Inheritance among the sanctified.” Sancti- 
fication, There is a portion or allotment to every forgiven 
sinner,—and this is amongst the holy. What a privilege to 
be admitted to the true aristocracy of heaven—the holy! 
For this we must ourselves be holy ; and we become so by 
“faith that is in Jesus.” ‘Trusting in him, we receive the 
gift of his Spirit, and are enabled to imitate and obey him. 


Verses 19, 20.—Paul pleaded that whatever might be the 
anger of the Jews towards him, he had only acted in obedi- 
ence to God, and had taught only those things which the 
prophets of the Jewish nation had foretold. Why should 
they complain of a mission, the great end of which was 
simply that of all religion,—that men should “turn to God 
and do works meet for repentance.” This is our work still, 
to persuade mankind, young and old, to repent, to be sorry 
for sin and cease to sin; not only to give up sinful acts, but 
to turn to God and be reconciled to him; and not to let such 
repentance be that of mere words or mere emotion, but prac- 
tical, seen in the doing of works fit, suited to, in harmony 
with, a profession of such repentance or turning to God. 

That Paul, who had been so prejudiced against the gospel, 
should have embraced it so suddenly and decidedly was a 
proof of strong conviction,—that one who had such opportu- 
nities of discovering deception had there been any, should 
have perceived, after twenty years, in preaching the gospel 
he once hated,—that one who had every motive for remain- 
ing a Jew, and no motive for becoming a Christian, unless 
Christianity was true, should have been willing to suffer 
poverty, imprisonment, torture, and death for the name of 
Jesus,— is one of the strongest confirmations of the truth of 


; Christianity. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


I... am judged for the hope of the promise made of God 
(v. 6). The man who really believes that God will do as he 
bas promised will be counted fanatical, if not foolish, by many 
of his Christian friends. They all value the promise; but 
only now and then one is ready to rest down on it as sure of 
fulfillment in his particular case. If a man trusts God to 
provide for himself and his family in material things and to 
guide him in all his business affairs, he is said by some to lack 
business prudence. If he trusts God to avenge him when he 
is wronged, or to preserve his good name when he is falsely 
accused, he is by others spoken of as wanting in courage or 
spirit. If, when he is bereaved or afflicted, he receives it all 
as the loving chastisement of a Father’s hand, and refuses to 
shut himself up to grief and repinings, he is possibly looked 
at as destitute of fine feelings, and as cold hearted if not un- 
natural. If he gets his view of the promised return of our 
Lord from the Bible, rather than from the commentaries or 
the newspapers, he may be numbered among visionary theo- 
rists. Any Christian who accepts God’s promise as sure, and 
acknowledges it as fulfilled to himself in his need, must 
expect to be accused for this hope’s sake, even by some who 
profess to serve God day and night in hope of that same 
promise. 

Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you that 
God should raise the dead? (vy. 8). Sure enough? Why 
should it be? If a man believes that God is omnipotent, 
why should he doubt God's ability to do any wonderful 
thing? If he believes that God’s love is as great as his 
power, why should he question God's readiness to do any 
good and desirable thing? The fullest faith of the Christian 
is the most reasonable thing in the world. The doubt of a 
Christian whether God will really answer prayer, or revive 
the church, or take care of the followers of Christ, is the most 
unreasonable of all things. The wonder is, not that the 
infidel refuses to take God at his word, but that the Christian 
ever doubts him. During the Moody and Sankey meetings 
in Philadelphia, an unbeliever said to a Christian friend, with 
reference to the revival work then in progress, ‘‘ You Chris- 
tians seem to show your doubt of God by your wonder over 
this state of things. If the Bible is true, there is nothing 
strange in all these answers to prayer, and in the great in- 
fluence of these men of God. This is just God's way of doing 
his work ; but you all talk of it asso wonderful!” He might 
have added to his sensible comment Paul’s pungent question, 
“Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you that 
God should raise the dead?” 


I verily thought... that I ought to do many things con- 
trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth (v. 9). A man’s 
thinking that he is right does not make him right. It is not 
always safe for a man to do what his conscience approves. 
Many a man thinks that it is right for him to do a thing in 
the way of trade which is really dishonest; to indulge in 
habits and practices which are in themselves immoral, or 
which are to him positively injurious; to adopt a form of 
belief which will turn him steadily away from the truth; to 
accept Jesus asa pattern, but not as a Saviour; to trust science 
implicitly, but never to walk by faith. His conscientiousness 
in all this will be no safeguard to him. He will be no nearer 
the truth because of his sincerity. It isa man’s duty to know 
what is right, and then to doit. A great many persons are 
conscientiously serving the devil. Let us see to it that we 
are not of that number. 


It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks (v. 14). The 
man who is doing wrong is fighting God. He has no easy 
task on hand. Even when he seems to have things quite his 
own way, everything is against him; for God rules in all, and 
the sweep of the universe is in the direction of God's plans. 
If a man is either conscientiously or wilfully in error; if he 
is corrupt, or dishonest, or impure, or intemperate,—he is so far 
opposed to the beneficent forces of Providence. He is sure, 
sooner or later, to come to grief. His sin will be exposed. 
He must meet its consequences. ‘‘The way of transgres- 
sors ishard.” He who is not a sincere and devoted Christian 
is to be pitied. Poor fellow! At the best he is on the high- 
way to ruin, defying God at every step. It is hard for him 
to kick against the pricks. 

I have appeared unto thee, . . . to make thee a minister and 
a witness (v. 16). The work to which Paul was set of Christ 
is the work for every representative of the Lord Jesus. “A 
minister and a witness.” Called to serve Jesus, and to serve 
others in his name ; also to testify concerning him, to declare 
what he has done and what he has said, and what he is to 
whoever trusts him. A great many clergymen and teachers 
have an idea that they are set as lawyers for Christ rather 
than as his witnesses; that they ought to argue his case rather 
than to testify in his favor. So they fritter away their time 
in trying to convince men by processes of logic of the exist- 
ence of God and of the reasonableness of his plan of redemp- 
tion, instead of testifiying plainly and emphatically what 
God has revealed and what they know of its preciousness. 
If Christians generally would consent to be witnesses for 
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Christ instead of assuming to be his advocates, they would be 
performing the service to which he has called them, and 
would havea great deal more of success in their work for him. 


I was not disobedient wnto the heavenly vision (v.19). It is 
indeed to Paul's credit that when he knew just what God 
wanted him to do he did it. There was a time when he 
thought he was doing right while he was really doing wrong ; 
but when he understood God's will he conformed to it 
promptly. It is strange that any one should dare to pursue 
another course from this. Yet there are multitudes who are 
wilfully disobedient to the commands of God as they under- 
stand them. They lie, or steal, or drink, or gamble, or are 
licentious while knowing their course to be wrong. And 
many who declare that they accept the Bible as the word of 
God refuse to be guided by its precepts. Every irreligious 
attendant at the church, or scholar at the Sunday-school, who 
believes in the divine authority of the Scriptures and refuses 
to come now in penitence and trust to the Saviour, is clearly 
disobedient to a heavenly vision. Ifthe Lord Jesus should 
appear personally and visibly to those who are not yet his 
faithful followers, they would by no means all be obedient to 
his call, any more than were all those who saw him here in 
the flesh. It would be unwise to apply the truths of this 
lesson to only those who are conscientiously in error; for 
there are those all about us who know what is right and yet 
refuse to do it. Paul's example of obedience is to be com- 
mended to them. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


The present lesson is a difficult one to arrange for a pri- 
mary class, and it will be quite impossible to concentrate it 
all into one central truth. Paul's life should be reviewed 
by his own story, showing that he “ was not disobedient,” 
and that he preached everywhere that men should repent. 
Give a simple and earnest explanation of what it is to repent. 

It will be best to give some of the intermediate history 
since the time when Felix trembled before Paul. In what city 
was Paul when he spoke before Felix? Who sent him into 
Cesarea? Why was he sent? Review Paul's three addresses 
which we have studied. To whom did he speak from the 
stairs of the castle, as the soldiers were taking him away ? 
What was the name of the council that the chief captain 
called together? To what governor did the chief captain 
send him? 

We have studied of the three addresses of Paul: (1.) to the 
bigoted Jews; (2) before the council ; (3.) before Felix, the 
governor ; now the fourth is before King Agrippa. 

Two years in prison, Paul was kept by Felix, only because 
he was willing to please the Jews, and he hoped to make 
some money out of Paul's friends. How? After two years, 
Felix was no longer governor, and Festus was ruler in 
Judea. As soon as he was made governor he went to Jeru- 
salem, and the high-priest and others began to tell him of 
Paul, and ask that he should be sent to Jerusalem. They 
intended to kill him. Festus saw how unfair that would be, 
and he said, “ Let those who can, come and accuse this man, 
if there be any wickedness in him.” The next day, after 
going back to his home, as he sat on the judgment-seat he 
commanded Paul to be brought. The Jews were there, but 
they could not prove any of their charges. Paul answered, 
“T have not sinned against the law of the Jews, nor the 
temple, nor the king.” Festus then asked if he would go up 
to Jerusalem to be judged there before him. But Paul had 
already been tried before the Jews, and they had found 
nothing against him. He said, “I appeal unto Cesar.” 
That meant that Paul did not expect to be fairly dealt with 
when they hated lim enough to keep him in prison for two 
years, when he was not guilty of any crime, and he wanted 
to be judged at the court of Rome, for the governor was 
under the power of the Emperor of Rome. 

Just at that time King Agrippa, king of a country north 
and east of Judea, came to visit Festus, the governor. Festus 
soon told him of the man who had been in prison so long, 
and that the priests at Jerusalem had asked him to have judg- 
ment against him. He told Agrippa that he had sent for Paul 
and his accusers to come, but that all he could find out 
against him was that he preached of and declared alive one 
Jesus, who was dead. King Agrippa was interested, and 
said, ‘I would like to hear this man myself.” Festus was 
glad to entertain the king by bringing out so notable a pris- 
oner, and glad to get the advice of Agrippa to know what 
he could write to Cesar when he sent Paul to him; for it 
would be strange to send a prisoner all the way to Rome 
with nothing charged against him. 

THE SCENE. 

The next day Festus went into the judgment-hall of the 
palace, and King Agrippa in his royal robes sat there to 
listen. By his side was a beautiful woman named Bernice ; 
for he had brought with him his queen, and travelled in 
splendid style wherever he went. They were both as wicked 
and proud as Felix and Drusilla had been. Bernice was 
just as beautiful as Drusilla, who was her sister, and King 
Agrippa their brother. As they sat in their jewels and 





royal robes in the palace, perhaps they did not think how 
their father was punished for his pride. While they listened 
to Paul talking of Jesus, they might have remembered that 
another apostle, Peter, was once put in prison in Jerusalem 
by their father, Herod. 

Do you know how he was let out of prison? The next 
day the prison doors and gates were found open and the 
prisoner was gone. Herod had the prison-keepers put to 
death, and then he went to Cesarea. Very likely, in that 
same palace, he sat on his throne and made a speech, and the 
people shouted,—" It is the voice of a god, and not of a man.” 
Because he gave no glory to God, an angel messenger was 
sent to touch him, and he was dead. 

In the same city, a few years later, Herod's son, Agrippa, 
and his queen Bernice, the governor Festus, and the principal 
men of the city, were all seated in state when Paul the pris- 
oner was brought in before them. The King said to him, 
“Thou art permitted to speak for thyself.” 

THE WORDS OF PAUL. 

The prisoner stretched out his hand, which was bound, 
and as the chain hung in sight of all, he said to the king, 
“T beseech thee to hear me patiently.” Paul told the king 
he had been imprisoned by the Jews for preaching of the 
hope of the resurrection, even as Christ Jesus had been raised 
from the dead. He told his story over again to the king 
to show how he himself once thought, as the Jews did then, 
that they ought to punish all the Christians. 

Could you tell Paul's story over again? Whom did Paul 
formerly shut up in prison? Who gave him leave todoso? Did 
Paul approve when the Christians were put todeath? What 
martyr was it who was stoned while Paul stood by and held 
the clothes of the murderers? Where did he go with letters 
from the high-priest to the elders of the synagogue? At 
what time in the day did the light from heaven shine on 
him? How bright did it seem? What did the voice say to 
him? Jesus told Paul that he was to be a minister and a 
witness. A minister is one who serves. Whom did Paul 
serve? Whose servant did he often call himself? Every- 
where and in every way he was ready to do and to suffer 
God's will. What is a witness? It is one who tells what he 
has seen or knows to betrue. So Patt] everywhere witnessed 
for Christ. When Ananias was sent to him in Damascus to 
open his blind eyes, the words he said to Paul were told him 
by the Lord, and he told Paul then—‘ Thou shalt be his wit- 
ness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.” 

Let the children recall and name some of the places or 
times when Paul had been a witness for Christ. 

Then Paul went on to tell Agrippa how he received the 
heavenly vision. What dces he say he was not, in our 
golden text? Did Paul always obey? .Whose cal did he 
obey ? 

WHAT PAUL PREACHED. 

What did Paul everywhere try to persuade men to do? 
To repent. He told King Agrippa and all the rest what it 
meant to repent. He showed the m that it was to turn from 
darkness to light, from Satan to God. Sin is often called 
darkness, and salvation is called light. Satan isthe father of 
all sin, the power that holds souls in darkness and sorrow. 
All light and love is from God, who is love, and gives all joy. 
To repent is to turn from sin and to God. Perhaps you 
have so often taught what it is to repent that the children 
can answer, but there will be some who need to have it 
repeated. Make it plain that to turn away from sin one must 
be truly sorry, not sorry because of being punished, but 
because it is sin, wrong against God. Sorry enough to turn 
away from it, and turn to God, who only can forgive sin. The 
teacher can explain this by showing that, if two places were 
exactly opposite, in turning your face to one you turn your 
back on the other. So God is all light, and sin is darkness, 
and turning to the light you turn from the darkness. 

Paul also told the king of the blessings of repentance. 
Those who turn from sin to God will be forgiven ; all their 
sins will be pardoned for Christ’s sake, forgiven and forgotten ; 
and becoming his dear forgiven children, brethren with his 
son Jesus, they have all the blessings of a life of peace on 
earth, his loving care, his spirit, and his word, and a share 
in all the joys of heaven with him. 

Where had Paul preached? As Paul told Agrippa, he 
divided his work into four parts: (1.) at Damascus; (2.) at 
Jerusalem ; (3.) in all Judea. In all these places he had 
preached to the Jews; but when they would not hear, he 
turned (4 ) to the Gentiles. 

It will add interest to let the children call out some of the 
places or go and point to them on the map. Are we the 
Gentiles? Do we need to repent? 
repent? If Paul was not disobedient, should we obey the 
gospel Paul preached? How can we? 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ResuRRECTION Not Uncerrarn.—Enclosed in the wrup- 
pings of mummies several thousand years old, were found, a 
few years ago, some grains of corn. So dry and so old were 
these, that there seemed no possibility that the life principle 
could still remain in them. But they were ;lanted, and they 


| going on. 


How often should we | 





grew, giving us in this late day the same grain which flour- 
ished in Egypt so long since. 

Wrone Conscrence.—Metals stored on board ships are 
known to exert a diverting influence upon the compass. So 
base motives and wrong ideas divert the moral compass—the 
conscience—of a man. 

Goop Conscrence.—" What is conscience?” asked a Sun- 
day-school teacher of her class. “It is Jesus whispering to 
you,” said one of the scholars. 

Oppressine Curist1axs—The indictment upon which 
John Bunyan was convicted and imprisoned for twelve 
years and six months ran as follows: “ John Bunyan hath 
devilishly and perniciously abstained from coming to church 
to hear divine service, and is a common upholder of several 
unlawful meetings and conventicles, to the disturbance and 
distraction of the good subjects of this kingdom, contrary to 
the laws of our sovereign lord the King.” 

Reapy Oseprence.—An attendant of the Emperor Ti- 
berius was noted for his unquestioning obedience to orders. 
“Tf told to burn the Capitol itself,” said a friend of his, “ I 
presume you would not hesitate.” “ Certainly not,” was the 
answer, “ Tiberius would not issue such an order unless it 
were for the good of Rome.” 


KIcKING AGAINST THE Goaps.—Dr. Hackett illustrates this 
phrase in v. 14 thus: “ The common plough in the East at 
present has but one handle. The same person, armed with a 
goad six or eight feet long, holds the plough and drives his 
team at thesametime. As the driver follows the oxen, there- 
fore, instead of being at their side as with us, and applies the 
goad from that position, a refractory animal of course would 
kick against the sharp iron, when pierced with it.” 





BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 
Paul, after two years’ imprisonment (chap. 24: 27), brought 
before Festus, A. D. 60. Appeals from Festus to Cesar. 
King Agrippa’s visit to Festus (v. 25). Agrippa and Bernice, 
with the chief captains and principal men of the city, in the 
place of hearing. Paul brought forth—he answers for 
himself. 
1. He is judged for believing Jesus the Messiah (v. 4-7). 
2. His reason for believing in Jesus (v. 8 15). 
3. Why he preached Jesus and the resurrection (v. 16 20). 
Part 1. 





PAUL'S OBEDIENCE 
(Golden Text ) 


JEsUs’ CALL TO PAUL. 
(V. 16-18.) 





Part 2. 











JESUS’ CALL TO US 
(Mark 16:15; 1 Pet 2:9.) 
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ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Acts 26:6. For the hope of the promise. The point of his 
argument is, that he had not left the old religion, though 
persecuted by the Jews, The hope is described further in the 
next verse. It is here the hope of the Messiah and his king- 
dom, but as involving the resurrection (verse 8).— Riddle, 


V. 8. Why should it be thought, etc. That is, if God sees 
fit to raise the dead, what is there in that past your belief? 
The appeal is to Agrippa, who professed to believe the Old 
Testament Scriptures (v. 27), which contain unquestionable 
cases of resurrection from the dead (1 Kings 17:22, 23; 
2 Kings 4: 32-35; 13: 21)— Abbott. 

V. 10. Lalso did. The apostle paints his sad behavior with 
a copious accumulation of particulars. Perhaps a true inter- 
pretation would reduce some of his indignant and eloquent 
self-condemnations as hyperboles.— Whedon. 





V.11. In every synagogue, or, more exactly, throughout all 
synagogues, a natural hyperbole, implying that this perse- 
cuting agency was not confined to one community or congre- 
gation, nor indeed to one country, as appears from the state- 
ment in the last clause.—Alerander. 


V. 14. All fallen to the earth. This is not at variance with 
the statement in chap. 9:4, 7, where Paul alone is spoken of 
as falling to the nish. and those who journeyed with him as 
standing speechless. But the verb stood, there used, may be 
rendered had stood still, or stopped, at the first appearance of 
the light, and is opposed, not so much to lying prostrate as to 
They may therefore have fallen after Paul did, 
whogg prostration Luke records exclusively, as that of the 
chief actor and great subject of the history.—Alerander. 


V. 15. Tam Jesus. There seems to be no doubt that on 
this occasion our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to Paul, that 
Paul saw him in his glorified body as well as heard him speak, 
and that this fact made the persecutor an apostle, a witness 
of the resurrection as establishing the truth of the whole 
gospel scheme of saivation.— Riddle. 


V.18. By faith that is in me. Faith is here made the 
instrument of salvation at once in its first stage, forgrveness. 
and its last, admission to the home of the sanctified; and the 
faith which introduces the soul to all this is emphatically 
declared by the glorified Redeemer to rest upon himself.— 
Brown. 




















WORK AND WORKERS. 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 


New Hampshire, State, at Nashua 
New Jersey, State, at Paterson 


November 5-7 
November 13-15 











NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 
[Information whereby this directory may be made more complete 
is specially desired,] 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M,C. A. Hall, Conducted, Part 1, by the Rev. E. M. Saunders; 
Part 2, by the Rev, Dr. R. F. Burns. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 
3p. m., Saturday. Both led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
p. m., in Lecture-room of Center Church, 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all in Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N, Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p.m.,in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening in the Y. M. ©, A. Parlor, 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room, 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
p. M., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets. 

Harrisburg, Pa. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 p. m., in 
the Y. M. C, A, Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, 
8 p.m., in the Y, M. ©, A. Hall. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No, 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Cleveland, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m, inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Payton, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 7.30 
p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Parlor. 

Cincinnati, 0., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
8p. ™M., in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 p.m, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. GC. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday inthe First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at 8 p. mw. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 

Alton, Ill, Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Springfield, I!l., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. Also Normal class every Saturday from 11 to 12 a.m., 
and Eclectic class every Monday from 3to4 p.m.; both in the Y, M. 
C. A, Parlor, and both conducted by Mr. B. F. Jacobs. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Normal! class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 

Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the seéond Tuesday evening 
of each month. 


THE FOURTEENTH PROVINCIAL CON- 
VENTION. 


BY THE REV. ALFRED ANDREWS. 


Commencing on Tuesday, October 9, in the town of 
CGuelph,—the only place in the Dominion bearing the fam- 
ily name of Her Majesty, Queen Victoria,—there has just 
been held a most royal Sabbath school convention, Five 
hundred persons forwarded their names as delegates, most 
of whom put in an appearance, and all comers were heartily 
welcomed by the Christian people of Guelph. An appro- 
priate motto, “Teach me thy way, O Lord,” had been pre- 
pared by our general secretary, the Rev. W. Millard, in 
scarlet and gold, and it met the eyes of the congregation 
as they entered the Norfolk Street Church, The grand 
organ also was festooned with bunting, showing the colors 
of Great Britain and the United States. This was fitting, 
since, in addition to many first-class Canadian speakers, 
the assembly was greatly indebted to, Professor W. F. 
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Sherwin, of New Jersey, who conducted the singing, and 


several important discussions on Sabbath school subjects, | 


as well as two Bible readings. Mrs. Clark of New Jersey 
also rendered very valuable service in primary class work, 
and Mr. Van-Lennep gave some telling illustrations of 
Oriental customs. Of Canadian speakers, it is sufficient to 
say that, during eight sessions, only one to whom was 
assigned a definite subject failed in attendance. Their 
addresses were all marked by great practical worth, and 
several of them by the fire of true eloquence. 


The principal topics of discussion were: “ Obligations | 


of experienced Christians to engage in Sunday-school 
work ;” “ Methods of the great Teacher ;” “The Sunday- 
school teacher’s aim ;” “ No substitute for study ;” “ Sun- 
day-school organization and management;” “ Primary 
classes ;” “ Discouragements and encouragements ;” “ Who 
should be gathered into Sunday-schools?” ‘The mission- 
ary work of the association and its claims;” ‘“ Normal 
classes ;” and “ Reviews.” The subjects were treated less 
in the lecture style and more conversationally than any- 
thing previously given at conventions in this country. 

From the general report, it appears that, in most of the 
counties, conventions have been held during the year, and 
also in some of the townships. Weekly teachers’-meetings 
are becoming common, and several institutes and normal 
classes have been held. A missionary has been employed 
for 8ix months during the year,"who has established in 
needy regions twenty-four schools, visited forty-two others, 
and delivered sixty-two sermons or addresses. At all the 
sessions the attendance was good, while the evenings gave 
us packed houses of deeply interested auditors. Over 
$1000 was raised towards the funds of the association. 

A fesolution was passed requesting the International 
Sunday-school Convention to hold its session of 1881 
in the city of Toronto, providing that the Sunday-schools 
of Toronto acquiesce in that invitation. Mr. A. McCallum 
of Hamilton, and the Rev. Dr. J. H. Castle of Toronto, 
were appointed the Canadian members of the next Inter- 
national Lesson Committee. This Convention, for sus- 
tained interest, practical suggestiveness, and united co- 
operation, has undoubtedly equaled, if not excelled, any 
ever held in Canada, 


PENNSYLVANIA YOUNG MEN'S CHRIS- 
TIAN ASSOCIATION. 


The Tenth Annual Meeting of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association of Pennsylvania was held at East Liberty, 
September 27-30. From the annual report, then presented, 
it appears that the work of organizing the state into con- 
venient working districts has been pushed to a very satis- 
factory point. The State Secretary has been incessant in 
his labors, which have included district and local conven- 
tions at twenty-one different points; gospel work at 
twenty-two places ; visits for conference, organization, etc., 
at thirty-four places. The summary of the state work 
for the year is thus given : 

Present number of Associations in the state, so far as re- 
PIPE. innndcnniossuninnapmeid SUR ea a rere ane 
District Conventions held during the year 


172 


» 

Local Conventions held during the year________- 21 
Other places visited in which gospel and Association meet 

ings were held 143 


Number of delegates attending conventions.._...__.______ 1060 


Number giving one day or more to District work besides 
New Associations formed in the state d 


320 
uring the year and 
a eR Ra tT Ee eR ES IE ep Oa ALES 22 


Total number of places visited by conventions, gospel meet- 
ings, etc 


In explanation of their work through the state the 
committee say : 

It has been our constant aim not to multiply new Associations, 
unless they gave promise of being sustained. Our greatest atten- 
tion has been given to the organizations already formed. We 
believe in every place there must be a felt demand for these 
organizations, at least on the part of those belonging to them, 
before they can become permanently useful. We do not deem it 
wise to urge upon any place the forming of such organizations 
withont there is first a clear understanding of what it is, and at 
least as much urgency on the part of each place that such a1 


organization should be formed in its midst. In the visitation of 
such places, it is wise to make no reference to it, but to hold such 
exercises as would impress the people with the spirit of our work 


rather than the letter or machinery. 

Special encouragement is mentioned as coming from 
these facts : 

1. Our Associations are much more permanently useful. 

2. The attention to the study and use of the Bible on the part 
of our members is greatly increasing 

3. An army of consecrated men is being raised up for the Lord's 
work in our state, Three hundred and twenty have been out in 
the field of state work alone, giving voluntarily from one day 
to (in at least one instance) as much as two months of time to it. 
If there was an average of four days to each, it would make 1,280 
days of time. 





The report closes with this appeal for the future: 


| We now have seventy-two more Associations than any state in 
| the Union, Let us not forget the great and additional respon- 
| sibility that God has thereby placed upon us. Many of these 
| Associations need careful attention and instruction, that they may 
| become better instruments in advancing the Master's kingdom. 
| The work of the past year has been much more extended than any 
| previous one, but our desire is to make the coming one still 
greater. The more we do, the more we see the necessity for 
| still greater efforts. There is much ground still to be occupied 
for the Master. We need not say that in helping your State 
work you are helping yourselves, 





| 


The majority of the Associa- 
tions in our state owe their existence as organizations to the fact 
of its being prosecuted year by year, thus bringing encouragement, 
instruction, and life when they were almost ready to perish. Let us 
then, as “ workers together with him,” praise the Lord for what 
he has done by us and for us in the past, by consecrating our- 
selves more fully to him in this work for the coming year. 
General James A. Beaver presided over the Convention, 
and Mr. Thomas Marshall was secretary. 


UNORGANIZED STATES. 


At the recent meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the International Sunday-school Convention, a letter was 
read from the Statistical Secretary, Mr. E. Payson Porter 
of Chicago. It will be of interest to the workers at large, 
as it gives the position of the state work in various parts 
of the field. Mr. Porter writes to Mr. Searles, chairman 
of the Committee, as follows : 

“T have been writing everywhere that I have a foot- 
hold, and am receiving some responses to my letters. 

“T do not hear favorably from the Southern States. I 
enclose letters from Alabama, and also from South Carolina, 
which look a little dark for organization in both those 
states. I also hear from Brother Barnitz, West Virginia, 
untavorably, though he is trying to stir up to organize. He 
expects to meet with youin New York. I am informed 
that Oregon and Washington Territory, which were 
together in organization, have failed for several years to 
hold conventions. I hear nothing as yet from ‘the Old Do- 
minion’ where so much was promised at the Baltimore 
Convention. I fail also thus far to hear from Rhode Island, 
though I took the liberty to say that I thought you would 
cume over and lend a helping hand, if desired. 

“On the cheerful side, however, a convention was held in 
Virginia, though I do not hear from the parties chosen as 
officers: also conventions have been held in Texas, and 
in Dakota and Nevada. The Dakota bréthren are quite 
active, and I think that I shall hear of good works in 
Texas, though I fail as yet to hear from Nevada. 

“T have valuable information regarding the Sunday-school 
work in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah. 
have information from Idaho and Montana. 

“ The work of organization has been stimulated in several 
of the older organized states through the statistical ma- 
chinery set in motion in answer to our calls for figures, and 
the newer organized states generally take up the statisti- 
cal work in right good earnest; and I am very hopeful 
that the Atlanta convention will do much in this direc- 
tion. 

“Tf, at Atlanta, a foot-hold may be gained which will 
make it possible to plant organizations in each of the un- 
organized Southern States which shall each do its own 
work faithfully, and perhaps in its own way suitable to 
its peculiar needs ; if the work of organization be aided and 
encouraged in the Far West; and if the spirit of emulation 
be strengthened in the older organized states,—then the 
convention will be successful.” 


I hope soon to 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—An institute for the Sunday-school teachers of Greene 
County, N. Y., met at Athens, October 16, 17, Mr. C, B. 
Stout conducting the work. 

—The Fifteenth Annual Convention of the Sunday- 
schoo! Association of Hudson County, N. J., was held at 
Jersey City Heights on Thursday, October 18. Among the 
topics on the programme were these: “The Sabbath 
school teacher a pastor;” “How can we cultivate a 
scholar’s interest in. benevolent work?” and “The trade 
dollar as a potent lubricator to accelerate the machinery of 
the Association.” A series of practical directions as to 
time, place, means of access, entertainment, etc., was 
given on the programme, and so complete was it, that 
many an undecided worker was lured into cheerful attend- 
ance, pe ae 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

—Next Sunday and Monday are the days designated for 

special prayer on behalf of Sunday-schools. 


—Atthe East Presbyterian Church Sabbath School of 





Toronto, Can., normal class examinations are held statedly 
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from printed examination papers. The Rev. J. M. Came- 
ron is the pastor of this school, and Mr. James MacNab its 
superintendent. 


—The Sunday-school Association of Cook County, IIL, 
has established a library and reading-room exclusively for 
teachers. It is located in the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation building of Chicago, and is supplied with Sunday- 
school papers, books, maps, charts, and other appliances 
helpful to Bible study. Contributions to the better equip- 
mentof the room will be thankfully received. Address 
the Secretary, Mr. H. S. Vail, Room 13, 157 La Salle 
Street, Chicago, IIl. 

—In connection with the Church of Christian Endeavor, 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., of Which the Rev. Dr. Edward Eggles- 
ton is pastor, there is a young people’s meeting having 
some marked peculiarities. Itis held on Saturday even- 
ings. Its first exercise is the exchange of books in the Cir- 
culating Library located in the church parlor. Then fol- 
lows a genuine sociable, in which young and old mingle 
with pleasing freedom. Checker and chess boards are 
introduced at this meeting, and a shooting-gallery is also 
one of its attraqtions. The “parlor rifle” is used by the 
marksmen, and one of the best shots is said to be the pas- 
tor himself. 


NORMAL CLASSES. 


—At Ingersoll, Can., the third course of normal 
instruction for Sunday-school teachers began October 17, 
under care of the Rev. John McEwen, 

—The Union Normal Class for Weston, Can., meets every 
Friday evening in the different churches. The Chautauqua 
lessons are studied, under a committee of instruction con- 
sisting of the Rev. Messrs. Brown and Pettigrew, and 
Messrs. Wallace and Watson. 


—At College Hill, O., a normal class which was organ- 
ized in July last meets every Saturday evening, in the 
vestry room of the Presbyterian Church. It has twenty- 
five members, and is conducted by Mrs. M. J. Pyle, a 
Chautauqua graduate. 


Y. MG. me 

—The Young Men’s Christian Association of Richmond, 
Va., has issued a circular asking the citizens of that place 
for an endowment fund. 

—The International Executive Committee of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association issued a circular calling for a 
conference of railroad men at Cleveland, O., October 
25-28. Prominent railroad workers were expected to be 
present, and important topics were to be discussed. 


—tThe first state convention of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association of Missouri will be held at Sedalia, 
November 20. No efforts will be spared to make this 
convention not only interesting, but also the means of inau- 
gurating more thorough Association work in that state. 


—aAt the last regular monthly meeting of the St. Louis 
Young Men’s Christian Association, one “hundred new 
members were admitted, making a total of two hundfed 
and ninety-two received within the past three months. 
Their Friendly Inn has now become self-supporting. Since 


January 1, eighty-one thousand meals have been furnished, | 


also sixteen thousand beds, and seven hundred men have 
been supplied with employment. 


PERSONAL. 


—On the Sunday following the Sunday-school Conven- 
tion at Guelph, Ont., Mr. A. O. Van-Lennep occupied the 
pulpits of the Methodist and the Congregational churches, 
discoursing upon “ Protestantism in the Orient.” 


—Dr. J. L. M. Curry, who is so well known to the read- 
ers of The Sunday-School Times by his valuable contribu- 
tions, is to be the host of President Hayes during his con- 
templated visit in Richmond, Va. The President and Dr. 
Curry were intimate associates when college students. 

—The Toronto Globe in a recent issue gave a very 
excellent portrait and biographical sketch of the Rev. Dr. 
J. Harvard Castle, pastor of the Jarvis Street Baptist 
Church in that city. This gentleman was one of the two 
named by the Dominion Sunday-school Convention at | 
Guelph as the Canadian representatives upon the Inter- 
national Lesson Commiitee. 


—In The Illustrated Christian Weekly is this reference 
to the good work of an American physician in England: 





As Americans and New-Yorkers we cannot repress our pride at 
the ovations that have been extended to one of our most eminent | 


surgeons, Dr Lewis A. Sayre, during a recent visit to England. 
Dr. Sayre is distinguished for the success of his treatment of 
spinal diseases, and his fame had crossed the water. He was in- | 
vited to lecture at five of the principal hospitals in London, and 
to demonstrate his method, successfully treating several cases 


before large audiences. One was a child of eleven years who had 
never stood, and the worst case, Dr. Sayre said, he had ever seen, 
but who under his treatment was able to walk in less than half an 
hour, amid the greatest enthusiasm of his audience. At the 
request of the British Medical Association at Birmingham, he lec- 
tured and successfully applied his treatment to three cases in the 
amphitheatre of Queen’s Hospital, which was crowded, A distin- 
guished physician, in moving him a vote of thanks, rejoiced that 
the millions of sufferers who heretofore had been tortured and even 
then left miserable and misshapen, might now be made easy and 
comfortable, and restored to perfect health and perfect form. He 
thanked God that the days of the hunchback had passed away, 
and that the instruments of torture would never again be resorted 
to. The Medical and Surgical Reporter which gives the ac- 
count, says there probably was never such a scene in any medical 
meeting before. There was not adry eye in the house, and Dr. 
Sayre was at first too much overcome to respond, but when he 
recovered he still further electrified the audience by his own enthu- 
siasm, If any man is to be envied, it would seem to be one who 
has thus proved himself a benefactor to one of the most unfortu- 
nate and suffering classes of afflicted humanity. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


——_~>——_. 


Vest- Pocket’ Series : “ Favorite Poems,” by Thomas Campbell ; 
“Favorite Poems,” by Robert Herrick; “ Favorite Poems,” 
by James Russell Lowell; “The Cathedral,” by James 
Russell Lowell; “Schiller,” by Thomas Carlyle; ‘“ Char- 
acteristics,” by Thomas Carlyle; ‘ Undine,” by La Motte 
Fouqué; “Sintram,” by La Motte Fouqué. Boston: James 
R. Osgood & Co.—That rollicking old divine, Robert 
Herrick, is enjoying an unexpected resuscitation just now; 
there is a new complete edition in London, as well as a 
dainty volume of selections ; and now some of the best of his 
love-lyrics are put into the Vest-Pocket Series, from which 
the objectionable pieces of the cavalier clergyman are, of 
course, excluded. The Campbell volume contains scarcely 
anything save his familiar poems; and not many English 
bards are more constantly read and declaimed. Our country- 
man Lowell’s minor pieces are even now less known than 
they ought to be, though the time is long past when he was 
considered only a humorist. “The Cathedral” is just long 
enough to make one of these volumes; it never ought to 
have been “leaded” into a bigger and costlier book. Carlyle 
is represented by one biographical and one general essay, 
and so is pretty completely set forth. The new editions of 
“Undine” and “Sintram” are the best accessible, save, 
perhaps, the Riverside Classic impression of both in one 
volume. (32mo. Cloth, 50 cents each.) 





A Knight of the Nineteenth Century. By Rev. E. P. Roe, 
New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co.—There is an old saying 
which advises us that those may laugh who win; and the 
proverb appears in more languages than one. Certainly, 
therefore, Mr. Roe has the right to be jubilant over the success 
of his stories, and to smile at the harsh criticism they have 
met in certain quarters. On the whole, we think they have 
been roughly entreated, and we are glad the public has liked 
them so well. Mr. Roe is not a finished writer, after the 
fashion of George William Curtis or George Eliot, but his 
plain and frank literary style makes no claim to nicety. The 
present story is well devised and neatly elaborated, and its 
moral tone is as hearty and bracing as this autumn weather: 
Mr. Roe’s books have in them something of the out-door life 
in which their author spends so much of his time; and 
certainly they succeed in maintaining a Christian purpose 
throughout, without dropping into mawkishness or twaddle. 
(12mo. pp. 582. Cloth.) 





Cicero’s Tusculan Disputations, Nature of the Gods, ete. 
Literally translated by C. D. Yonge. New York: Harper & 
Brothers.—This -well-printed volume is one of the “ Classical 
Library ” series, the figured blue covers of which immediately 
suggest the name of the London firm of publishers, ‘“ The Crib 
Manufacturing ” Bohns. Perhaps it may not be superfluous to 
inform some of our readers that the Disputations—“ Tusculan ” 
from the name of his villa—were, in a measure, the out- 
pouring of the celebrated orator’s grief on the occasion of 
his daughter's death; and if they should consider it interest- 
ing to read what the brilliant Roman's views of death, resig- 
nation, virtue, etc., were, they will find them faithfully 
enough rendered here, for the translation is as literal as is 


| compatible with the maintenance of a sufficiently idiomatic 


English style. The quaint and able, if somewhat conceited, 
philosopher and orator looks well in his English dress 
(12mo, pp. 466. Cloth.) 

Christianity and Humanity. Sermons by ThomasStarr King, 
edited by E.P. Whipple. Boston: James RK. Osgood & Co.—Starr 
King, who died thirteen years ago, was a facile and brilliant 
pulpit orator, a universal personal favorite, a sound theist, 
a pronounced abolitionist, and an ardent supporter of the 
federal arms. The present volume contains sermons which 
show reasons for his success in all of these respects, though 
his influence was largely due to his maaner. Their literary 








style is neither remarkable nor shabby. On the whole, 
proved as they are by the lapse of time, we are glad the 
sermons have appeared, especially as they are accompanied 
by an excellent memoir by Mr. Whipple. A volume. of 
lectures is promised; we suppose the sale of both volumes 
will be helped, through the law of contrast, by their appear- 
ance at the same time with Joseph Cook's works. (12mo. 
Cloth, $1.75.) 

The Religious Feeling. By Newman Smith. New York: 
Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—This is an original and a useful 
book. Starting out with the admitted fact that all races have 
an idea of right and wrong, and a sense of dependence upon 
some outside power, Mr. Smyth proceeds from this sole 
foundation to build up an argument for belief in God. Nothing 
is assumed that will not be readily accepted by the scientific 
doubter, and all due deference is paid to the results of modern 
investigation. But in a limited part of the field of Christian 
defense Mr. Smyth is able to do very effective work. We judge 
that the author is spiritual, and even slightly mystical, in his 
own faith, and yet there is nothing vague or illusory in his 
method or conclusions. We especially commend the sections 
in attack of the development theory. (i12mo, pp. 171. Cloth, 
$1.25.) 

Anthon's Livy. With Supplementary Notes by H. Craig, 
M.A. New York: Harper & Brothers—Dr. Anthon, at his 
death, left ready for the press the text of the four books of 
Livy contained in this volume, together with notes on the 
first and second books, and part of the twenty-first; and Mr. 
Craig, while making no alteration in Anthon's commentary, 
has supplemented it by judiciously extracted notes from Wis- 
senborn and others, on books XXI. and XXII. He has also 
added a useful explanatory Introduction; each chapter is 
illuminated by a marginal analysis; the text is large and 
clear ; and altogether the book will be no disappointment to 
the many admirers of Anthon’s series of the classics, (12mo, 
pp. 592. Sheep.) 


The Poetical Works of Oliver Wendell Holmes. Household 
Edition. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—This re-issue of 
Dr. Holmes’s poems leaves nothing to be desired, for it 
includes everything contained in previous collected editions 
or separate | volumes, with the addition of some curious 
specimens of the’ author’s early verse in that old-time 
students’ paper at Harvard, The Collegian. The whole is 
systematically arranged. We do no wrong to the Twicken- 
ham poet when we say that in felicity and wit Dr. Holmes is 
the equal of Pope; in lyrical facility he is Pope’s superior. 
(12mo. Cloth, $1.75.) 


Jack O’ Lantern. New York: Robert Carter & Bros—We 
are not told on the title-page who has had the happiness of 
writing this pleasant story for the little folks. It is somebody 
who loves children, knows their ways, and has learned the art 
of at once entertaining and instructing them. Archie and 
Daisy are a bright, frolicsome, wide-awake, and well-bred 
couple of youngsters. They go to the country for the sum- 
mer, and there find an opportunity of being kind and helpful, 
as well as self-denying, to a little forlorn boy. We advise 
mothers to buy this for their own Daisys. (16mo.) 


Winstowe. By Mrs. Leith-Adams. New York: Harper 
and Brother. The plot of this novel is hackneyed and tame ° 
enough,—indeed recent, English novelists seem to have given 
up in despair the hope of weaving a perfectly congruous and 
intricate fabric of story,—but there are scenes and charac- 
ters here that are worthy of Miss Bronté, a writer whom the 
authoress has evidently taken for her model. An air of sad- 
ness, too, hangs rather heavily over the whole ; but the book 
is characterized by a delicate fancy, deep piety, and a grace- 
ful style. (Svo, pp. 131. Paper, 25 cents.) 


Traps Baited with Orphan. By Elizur Wright. Boston: 
James R. Osgood & Co.—This is a sharp, and in many re- 
spects just, arraignment of those life-insurance officials who 
permit abuses to enter into a system that is founded on the 
best instincts. But Mr. Wright has a hobby of his own to 
ride, which he brings forward rather too prominently. A 
life-insurance expert without a panacea would be a curi- 
osity. 





Half-Hour Series. “‘ Virginia: A Roman Sketch;” “ The 
Jews and their Persecutors,” by Eugene Lawrence. New 
York: Harper & Brothers—This Roman story needs no 
special mention, save to say that it is of the modern city. 
Mr. Lawrence’s monograph makes out a bad case against the 
Roman Catholics, and a long-suffering, though hardly blame- 
less, one for the Jews. (32mo. Paper, 25 cents each.) 





The Cavalier. By G. P. R. James. Philadelphia: T. B. 
Peterson & Brothers.—The novelist James, Jike all others 
who receive undue flattery, has fallen into an obscurity which 
is equally undeserved ; and so we are not sorry to see a reissue 
of his novels begun. They are imitations of Scott, but that 
fact insures their moral purity. “Richelieu” or “ Darnby” 
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would have made a better inaugural vol- SPECIAL NOTCES. 


ume. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 





[All books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head, The interests of our reakens will guide 
us in making further notice.) 

Evenpate Lyceum; or, God's ta Wonders. By 
the Rey. Sidney Dyer, Ph.D. 16mo, pp. 320, 
Cloth, Philadetphia: Benjamin Griffith, 1420 
Chestout Street. 

Unpersrven. By James T. Fields. 18mo, pp. 303, 
Cloth, $1.25. Boston: James R, Osgood & Co. 


(Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Tue Homiist. Conducted by David Thomas, D.D, 
Vol. 37. 12mo, pp. 368. Cloth. New York: The 
Religious Newspaper Agency. 

Over Livre Ones. By C, R. Blackall, 
Sq. lémo, pp. 208. Boards, 
Griffith, 1420 Chestnut Street. 


Tux Merropourran Putrir. Edited by I. K, Funk. 
Vol, 1. 8vo, pp. 206. Cloth, New York: The Re- 
ligious Newspaper Agency. 


Illustrateds 
Philadelphia; B, 


Harry Days ror Boys anv Grats, Illustrated. 8vo, 
pp. 399, Boards, $1.25, Philadelphia; Porter & 
Coates. 


Tax Grammar Scoot Cnomn. By W. 8S. Tilden. 
12mo, pp. 192, Boards, Boston: Oliver Ditson 
& Co, 


Cronus Cuore Instruction Boox. By A. N. Johnson 
Boards, Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week. The edition this week is 24,750 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. 





Tue Watkins Glen Conference will be 
reported in The Y. M. C. A. Watchman No, 
43 for Oct. 15. Sample copy, five cents. 
Larger quantities at the same rate, prepaid. 
Address, W. W. Vanarsdale, 150 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Every one who reads this should send 
TEN CENTS and receive acopy ofthe Sunday- 
School Worker from now until Jan. 1st, ’78, 
on trial. Rich, rare,and racy. Published 
semi-monthly. Address, 

S. 8. Worker, Wilmington, Del, 


Tue finest Cough Lozenges in the world 
are Spencer’s Chloramine Pastilles. Sold by 
all druggists. Principal Depot, 107 North 
Ninth Street, Philadelphia. Send 10 cents 
for sample box. Johnson, Holloway, & Co., 
special agents, Philadelphia. 

Senpine candy by mail might not 
always work well, but Messrs. Croft, Wil- 
bur, & Co., the large manufacturers of this 
city, put their caramels up in such fine shape 
for mailing that they are sure to reach buy- 
ers in good condition. See advertisement 
on last page. 


Troy bells are carrying good news to the 
Indians, Meneely & Kimberly forwarded 
two of their manufacture to stations estab- 
lished by the Episcopal Church among the 
Sioux tribe, this week. We hope they will 
prove better civilizers of the savages than 
cannons have been. 


A nice little book for little folks, Dodly’s 
New Shoes, containing some lessons it will 
do them good to learn and heed (30 cents, 
postage 3 cents), and Grace Ashley's Life 
Work, a book for girls, intended to present 
the beauty of self-sacrifice ($1, postage 8c.), 
have just been issued by the American 
Tract Society, New York. Depository, 1512 
Chestnut St., Phila. 


Few, if any, of the Sunday-school papers, 
uniformly keep before the mind of the young 
reader the one all-important question of the 
salvation of the soul, The Labor of Love 
published by Edwin A. Wilson, Springfield, 
Illinois, is often commended as excelling in 
this particular, Adding to this the fact that 
it is finely illustrated and beautifully printed, 
it certainly should have a place in every 
Sunday-school. 
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LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, 13c. 40 
in case, 18c, 26 styles Acquaintance Cards, 10c, 
Ag’ts outfit, 0c. DOWD &CO., Bristol, Conn 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











Serstegs Sprin inWinter. Drs. Strong's Re- 
medial Institute has Turkish, Russian, Mydropathie, 
and Mleetro-Thermal Baths, Equaliser and many 
other faeilities for treating Nervous, Lung, Female, 
and other diseases, Send for a eireular. 


“ WONDERFULLY CHEAP 


And interesting.” —* A handsome, well-bound oetavo 

Of 976 pages, interspersed with well-executed maps, 

plans, and engravings at a remarkably low price.” 

— Distinct type and handsome Page. ill Brought 
c 





out in good style.”—“ A marvel o eapness,”—" A 
ares nvaluable Jibrary im itself.”—"'The cheapest 


for the quality we know of."—“We most 
heartily recommend it to all.”"—“The publishers 
have done a great service to the Christian world.”— 
“The religious public are under obligation to the 
publishers.”—* Marvelously cheap.”—* It must have 
an immense sale.”—So say fourteen editors of re- 
Soe journals respecting Conybeare & Howson’s 
“life and Epistles of 8t. Paul,” published by 
COLUMBIAN BOOK CO., of Hartford, Conn., and 
sent pre-paid to any address for $1.50. Circulars free, 


OR THE SCHOLARS, 


| 
Just the thing to stimulate all the members of 
the class. The Record Book for Sunday School 
Scholars is designed to be kept by the scholar, and | 
contains a record of his own and his teacher's | 
attendance and punctuality, together with the time | 
spent each week in the study of the lesson and the 
amount of his contribution, | 
In regard to this little book The Sunday School | 
Times says: “Such arecord in general use would 
do much to quicken the interest of the scholars in 
the Sunday-school and to raise their standard of 
conduct and scholarship.” 
Price, postage prepaid, only sixty cents per dozen. 
Send five cents for sample, 


EBEN SHUTE > 
Manager International 8. S. Supply Co., 
52 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON. 


| = the College m 





[Vol. XIX., No, 43. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


NS ARIES 


PUBLICATIONS. 











OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


bem Collegiate, and Pre ry de 

ments. ective studies. Admits both sexes. No 
saloon temptations. Best of religious influences. 
Thorough and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and li- 
brary fees only $27 a year. Over 1,000 students. 
Fall term, September 11; Winter term, December 4. 
For circulars address J.B. T. Marsh, Sec,, Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Un- 
ement. First-class teachers. 
xpenses low. Class instruction or private lessons, 
as preferred. As a home for students, Oberlin is 
unsurpassed for healthfulness and religious and 
intellectual advantages. Address Prof. F. B. Rice. 















Thorough Preparation for Business / 


BRYANT & STRATTON 
OLLECE 


And Telegraphic Institute, 
108 S. Tenth St. Philadelphia, Pa. 










General W. T. Surrmay, of the U. 8. Army, 


appears as a contributor to the Letter-Box of 
November Sr. Nicwouas, 





THE ADVENTURES OF 
MILTIADES PETERKIN PAUL, 
With 24 pictures by Hopkins. Large quarto. Illu- 


minated board covers, 6v cents. The jolliest book 
out for boys. 


BOSTON: D. LOTHROP & CO., PUBLISHERS, 


Select Books > 


FORS.S. LIBRARY. 


The balance of a choice select lot of the best 
books suitable for a Sunday-school Library, wili be 
sold very low if ogpites for atonce. For catalogue 
address GEO. . HERTZEL, 145 West Forty- 
seventh St., New York. 








FOR 30 DAYS ONLY. 





“The best volume of Sermons recently published,” 


THE GOSPEL INVITATION. 


Sermons related to the Boston Revival of 1877. a 
17 clergymen of different denominations. Small 
8vo, Cloth, $1.50, 


as all bookstores, or sent post-paid for advertised 
rice. 
. LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., BOSTON. 





PALESTINE AND EGYPT FOR $600. 


Cook, Son, and Jenkins, the well-known Tourist 
and Excursion Managers, are organizing a special 

rsonally conducted party for London, Paris, 
Florence, Rome, Naples, Egypt, and Palestine 
nearly three months, all expenses, first-class travel 
and hotel for $600, gold. Cook's Exeursionist, pub- 
lished monthly at 10 cents per copy, contains full 
particulars of this Tour as well as several hundred 
other Tours for independent travelers, For par- 
ticulars, address Cook, Son, and Jenkins, Broadway 
and Warren Streets, New York. 





“ Roxy,” Rey. Dr, EaGueston’s new novel, 
begins in ScrrsyEr for November, the opening 
number of the new volume. The illustration 
is by WALTER Surrntaw. The picture was 
first painted in oil, and then photographed 
on the wood for the engraver. The scene of 
the story is in the West during the political 
campaign of 1840. In the opening chapters 
we have “A Barbecue,” and a country ball, 
known as a ‘Hoe-Down.” 


SHUTE’S TIME-SAVING 


LIBRARY RECORD 


Tells without the writing of any figures when a 
book was taken out, what number it was, and who 
took it out. It also prevents, if desired, the same 
book being given the second time to any scholar, 
and tells quickly how many times each book has 
been taken out during a given period, It will last 
for several years. 

The Sunday School Times says of this Record: 

**We are assured by a librarian of eleven years’ 
standing that this is the best he has ever employed. 
The advantages claimed for it seem to be borne out 
by the testimony of those making use of it.” 

SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR, Price 
by mail, prepaid, only $1.50, 


EBEN SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE! 
GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 
THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


Wistnistr Question Bunk 


Due,to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE FROM 
$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 


At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878 on application to 


JOHN A, BLACK, Business Sup't, 
13384 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. 


25.6 


0 EXTRA FINE MIX. CAR with name, 
4 locts., post-paid. L, JONES &00., Nassau, N. Y, 











Cards, with name, 10c. ; 50 for 15e.: Plain 
Try us, W. E. HULL& CO., Hudson,N.Y, 








AnoTHER VoLuME or CuiLp Lore.—The 
fourth bound volume of Sr. NicHoras has 
just been issued; it contains nearly eight 
hundred and fifty pages, and more than six 
hundred pictures, including many excellent 
reproductions of the old masters. All the 
serial stories are completed in the volume, 
and of shorter stories, sketches, poems, etc., 
etc., there are more than three hundred. The 
price is $4.00. Volumes I. and II. are sold at 
$3.00 each, and may be had of any bookseller. 








THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 


May be had at the following 


PRICES. 
Peart 24mo Eprrtion, 544x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers__.-..------------- $1.50 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers__------ 1.80 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_..----------~- 2.25 
Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers__..--- 2.75 


Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined__.. 5.00 
Postage nine cents extra. 
Nonpareit 16mo Eprr1on, 6'4x4 in. 





French Morocco, stiff covers. $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_----------~--- 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers___.+-. 3.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined... 6.30 


Postage twelve cents extra. 
Manton 8vo Eprrion, 734x544 in. 


Persian Morocco, flexible covers_--~~-----.--~ $4.60 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers______-_ 5.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined____ 8.00 


Postage eighteen cents extra, 


For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 


ar‘ ‘THOMAS NELSON & SONS, ~ 
423 Bleecker St., N. Y, 





Dr. HoLLanp writes in the November Scrrs- 
SER about ‘ Women’s Winter Amusements,” 
“The Bondage of the Pulpit,” and “ Indica- 
tions of Progress.’ The Old Cabinet contains, 
among other things, a letter from L. CLARKE 
Davis, on “ Joe Jefferson in London,” and in 
Bric-i-Brac, Frank R. Stockron has a con- 
tribution which shows how every man can 








become his own letter-writer. $4.00 a year; 
35 cents a number. 
BRAINARD’S 


MUSICAL WORLD, 


FOR OCTOBER, 1877. 


$1.50 per year, or 15 cts. per number. 

Each number contains 36 pages of choice new 
music and reading matter. Phe October number 
contains: 

KITTY’S REPLY. Song and Chorus by C. Thatcher. 
An answer to “ Little Robin, tell Kitty I'm coming.” 
Sells for 35 cents. 

IN FUTURE YEARS. By A. H. Rosewig. Acharm- 
o new song. Sells for 35 cents, 

I 
Rogers. Popular and pretty. Seils for 30 cents. 

LAUREL BLOSSOMS WALTZ. By Chas. Kinkel. 
Easy and TS 4 Sells for 30 cents. 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR GRAND MARCH. By E. 
Mack. Brilliant and showy. Sells for 40 cents. 
OH LORD OF HOSTS, Anthem for Choirs from 

“Chapel Anthems,” the new Anthem book which 

sells for $1.25. 

But all this choice new music is included in 
the Musical World for October which sells for ONLY 
16 CENTS. Sold by most Newsdealers, or mailed on 
receipt of price by the Publishers. 

Sa THREE MONTHS FREE. Weoffer this monthto 
send the Musical World from Oct., 1877, to Jan., 1879, 
(15 months,) postpaid, together with our premium 
oe “Musical Hints,” by Karl Merz, on receipt of 
1.50. 

S@- AGENTS WANTED. Wedesire an active agent 
in every town, to whom we allow liberal cash com- 
missions, Send for Circular to agents and sample 


copy. 

ke-The Trade supplied by the American News Co., 
New York. Catalogues of Sheet Music and Music 
Books sent free, 


S$. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, CLEVELAND, 0. 





Hewry James, Jr., has a short story, “ Four 
Meetings,” in Scrisner for November; Brer 
Harte a poem, “The Legend of Glen Head ;” 
and Burrovens a paper on “Camping Out in 
the Catskills.” 


OU WANT A KISS, TAKE IT. By Wm. T. }. 
















I d facilities. Tele; hic Dept. in ch 
of the Manager ond Ele wien ef theasn 


Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Co, ¥ 
full particulars, call or send for free 
illustrated circular, J. E.SouLE, Pres. 
HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 
DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CO., PA. 
An institution where boys receive a judicious 
Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 
ness, or the professions. Location healthy. Charges 


very low. For catalogues, address 
F. DUNLEAVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 








EDGWICK INSTITUTE, Great Barrington, 

\) Mass. A superior Family Schoo! for young boys 

in Southern Berkshire. Ample grounds, gymnasium, 

thorough instruction, kind care and attention, with 
the influences of a Christian home. 

JAMES BIRD, A. M., Principal. 


appre td ce YOUNG LADIES, 
es 





si : ——— tee Philadelphia. 
vantages for a thorou ucation, For 
ulars, ad ” 


circ’ 
RS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sea- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 


INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 
guages, Faintisg. 7 Mu 


sic. 
REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. 


Cee INSTITUTE, NO. 247 SOUTH THIR- 

teenth St., Settee. Duties resumed Sep- 

tember 10th. J} W. FAIRES, D.D., Principal. 

\ APLEWOOD MUSIC SEMINARY for Young 
Ladies. Established 1463 For catalogues 


address Professor D S. BABCOCK, 
East Haddam, Midulesex Co., Conn. 














‘<a Y.) MILITARY ACADEMY. Send 
for Illustrated Circular, 40 pages, giving details. 











Tue Future Greatnvess or New York is 
discussed in an able paper on the Erie Canal, 
in Scrrpyer for November. 





AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
50. H.S. GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 
cinnati, O. 





’'S NEW SERMONSIN BOSTON ALSO 
IN NEW YORK AND CHICAGO, 
AUTHORIZED VERBATIM  RE- 


ports. 1568 pages. Complete in 3 vols. 
Price $3, or $1 each by mail. These vols., elegant 
cloth binding, in a box (Moody Library), $450, 
Agents wanted. E. B. Treat, Publisher, 805 Broad- 
way, N.Y. 





TO BOOK AGENTS! 


We have in press a book—not yet announced— 
that has been in preparation over three years, cost- 
ing $20,000. 12 Superb, Fuil-Page Eograving, 
make it one of the most compleiely illustrated y. |- 
umes in the world. It is a magnificent work, and 
will command the attention and approval of every- 
body. We will make most liberal arrangemenis 
with agents to introduce it, and it is worthy their 
notice. Advance sheets, with tull informaiion, sent 
on application to American P..blishiog Co., Hart- 
ford, Conn., Chicago, I)l., or Cincinnati, Ohio; or 
F, C. Bliss, Newark, N. J. 


Eben Shute 
Has Removed 


To Store No. 52 Bromfield Street, Boston, where 
with enlarged space and increased facilities he will 
be happy tc farnish Bibles, Evangelical Literature, 
and all other Sunday-school Supplies, includiog 
Lesson Papers, Scholars’ Quarterlies, 
Books, and Periodicals for 1878, 


EBEN SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., BOSTON. 





Question 





~C: MERINO SKIRTS. A FEW LEFT. 

e) Heavy fine Cotton Flannel, 614, 10 to 124e. 
Fine Soft Wool Flannel, 1244, 18, 25 to 75c, 
Children’s Colored Hose, 6, 8, 1244 to 50c. pair. 
Fine Merino Hose, 25 to 50c. ; worth doubie. 
Ladies’ Merino Vests, 25c. to $1, regular made. 
Men’s fine Merino Shirts, regular cuff, 3le. 
Children’s Merino Shirts and Pants, 16, 25 to 50¢. 
Damask Table Linens, double width, 28 to 50c. 
Pearl Shirt and Dress Buttons, 2, 1z44 to 25c. doz. 
Hamburg Edging, job lot, 5, 1244 to 25e. 

100 yd. Spool Silk, blk., 6c. spool. 60¢e. doz. 
Colored Spool Silk, 5c. doz., 3c. spool, 


OWEN EVANS? Cheap Store, 


128 NORTH EIGHTH STREET, door bel. Cherry. 


25 





Fashionable Cards, no two alike, with name toc, 
post-paid, Geo. I, Reed & Co., Nassau, N.Y 
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VERY BEAUTIFUL NEW REWARD CARDS, 


For Sunday-school Teachers’ use. 
Samples free. 


PUBLICATIONS. 





PURE GOLD | 


For the Sunday School. Its Songs never grow dim. 
Price $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


Welcome Tidings 


IS THE BEST OF THE 


New Sunday-School 
Song Books. 


It has been received with marked favor every- 
where. The Sunday School Times says, in a 
careful review of six of the latest and most exten- 
sively advertised Sunday-school Song Books, 
“We pronounce the last book on our list, ‘ WEL- 
COME TIDINGS,’ to be in our judgment DE- 
CIDEDLY THE BEST OF THE SIX.” 


Price, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 





New York. 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati. 


ROYAL DIADEM 


Preserves its Lustre. Every Song isa Jewel. Your 
Sunday School will be delighted with it. 


Price, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 
BIGLOW «& MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


A LIVE TEACHER 


WRITES: 
“THE SONG HERALD is aGrand Book; have 
already ordered 212 copies.” 
FOR SINGING CLASSES AND CONVENTIONS 


There certainly has never before appeared a book of 
musical instruction and beautiful music so com- 
plete in all its departments as 


“The Song Herald.” 


New Edition ready. 192 pages. Price, 75 cents; 
$7.50 a dozen. 


Are You One of the 90 and 9? 
This is the title of a new sacred song that is 


becoming widely popular. It has a thrilling effect 
when well sung. Price, 35 cents. 


Church’s Musical Visitor. 


THE INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF MUSIC. 

The new volume, beginning with October number, 
will excel any of the preceding in every particular. 
Send stamp for full particulars for the new year, 
and proof that the Visitor “does actually give over 
$20 for $1.50!” Address 

JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
And 805 Broadway, New York. 


BRIGHTEST AND BEST 


Is more and more liked wherever used. Ifyou 
want a new Song Book in your Sunday 
School, adopt it, you will be pleased 
with it. 


Price, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 


73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 











D. R. NIVER, 
20 North Pearl Street, Albany, N. Y. 


Dealer in everything for Sunday-schools. 








BISMOP OF CHAUTAUQUA. 





The CHRISTIAN UNION will shortly publish a series of articles om 


Sunday-School 


Normal Work. 


By REV. J. H. VINCENT: D.D., 


The well-known “ Bishop of Chautauqua,” 
To Clergymen, $2 50. 


TERMS, $300 PER YEAR. 


Four months, on trial, $1.00. Special rates to Sunday-schools and canvassers. 
Publisher, 


27 Park Place, N. Y. 





HORATIO C. KING, 





LESTER SAW. 
The Millers Falls Co. 


Were the first to introduce 
Bracket Sawing into this coun- 
try, and during the last three 
years they have manufactured 
more Hand and Foot Power Saws 

<= than all other makers combined. 
ee _ > As a final resuls of all their efforts 
they have succeeded in procuring as good a 
Machine for $8.00 as can be found in any market, 
It consists of aScro!ll Saw with Tilting Table for 
inlaid work, Patent Clamps, for holding the blades, 
an Iron Bed Turning Lathe with a set of best Steel 
Turning Tools, ne Attachment with Six Steel 
Drills for Wood or Iron, Emery Wheel, Circular 
Saw, Screw Driver, Wrench, Six Saw Blades, Two 
Sheets of Designs, a Box for holding tha small 
tools, and a Box for the entire machine, Every 
art is well built and will do good work. When 
yoxed it weighs 50 pounds, and will be sent entire on 
receipt of $3.00. any dealers keep them. Cireu- 
jars sent on demand, giving full size of every part. 


MILLERS FALLS CO., 74 Chamber Street, N. Y. 


New Temperance Publications, 


The National Temperance Society have recently 
published the following valuable publications : 


Alcohol and the State. 
Ry Hon. R. C. Prrman. 12mo, 406 pages-—----. $1.50 
Showing what Alcohol does to the State, and what 
the State should do with Alcohol. 

Readings and Recitations. 
By Miss L. PENNEY. 12mo, 96 pages, 25 cents in 
paper, 60 cents cloth. 

Alcohol as Food and Medecine. 
By Dr. Ezra M. Hunt. 12mo, 9 pages, 25 cents in 
paper, 60 cents in cloth. 

Our Coffee Room. 


By Miss ELIZABETH Corron. 12mo, 278 pages. $1.00 
Address J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade Street, New York. 











American Sports.—This brilliantly illus- 
trated series in ScrIBNER’s is continued in the 
November number in a paper entitled “Canvas- 
back and Terrapin,” by W. MoKay Larray, 
of Baltimore, illustrated by the author himself. 
Col. Wanine’s strikingly illustrated papers on 
the Saddle-horse are begun in the November 
Sornrpyer, the first being devoted to “Thor- 
oughbreds and Arabians.” 


LUMBER 
At Wharolesale. 


Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS, Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Cargoes cut to dimension avd 
Vessels furnished. AJso dressed seasoned Lumber. 
Wainscoting, Mouldings, ete., for trimming 
churches and fine dwellings. : 

Please send for estimates’ E. P. WALLING, 

118 SOUTH STREET, NEW YORK. 








RS. MOOD Y’S Abdominal Cerset sent by mail 

M for $2.75, (price in New York is $4.50.) Mad. 
oy’s Supporter Corset sent free for $1.09. Carlisle’s 

Health Pat. Bust Supporter Corset sent for $1.39. 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 





AGENTS WANTED. 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, tenlesaed) Werkey an — Larg- 
est Paper in the World, with Mammoth 
. Big Commissions to Agents. Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. O. ICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 


varsoe nim,” MARCH'S WORKS 
WOME LPL IN THE BIBLE, 


AND OUR FATHER'S HOUSE, 

No books ever published have received such uni- 
versal approval from the Press, Ministers, and lead- 
ing men everywhere. The choice reading, fine steel 
engravings, and superb bindings, make them wel- 
come in every home, Onesample sellsail. Send for 


terms. Begin a paying business at once. 
3.4. MecURDY & CO., Philad’a, Pa. 


BIND YOUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 
And other Periodicals with the 


NEW WIRE NEWSPAPER BINDER. 


One sent by mail, postage paid, for 25 cents; or 
two for 45 cents. (Mention the length desired.) 


AGENTS WANTED. 
Illustrated Catalogue of Wire Novelties 











Free. 
Address, H. B. VAN EPS, Peoria, Il. 





GENTS WANTED 
FOR THE NEW 


BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 
A Complete Treasury of Religious 
Knowledge. 

Just Published. Written and Compiled by the Ablest 
Biblical Scholars and Eminent Divines. Contains 
2,000 Illustrative Engravings, and all the latest feat- 
ures. The best book for Agents, to whom will be 
given most liberal terms. Write at once for terms 

and circulars te 
8T. LOUIS BIBLE PUBLISHING Co., 
305 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 








Mrs. Donas has a lovely little Thanksgiving 
hymn in Sr. Nicroras for November, with 
the title ‘‘ Can a Little Child Like Me.” The 
music is also very sweet. Professor Proctor, 
the astronomer, contributes a timely and in- 


teresting paper for young folks, ‘ Mars, the 


Planet of War. 





SLATE MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all 
other Slate Werk on hand or made to order. 
Factery and Salesreoms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
WILSON & MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
Oil Stoves for eecking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send fer circular. 








Elegant Cards, 10e.; 20 Ladies’ Favorite, 10c., 
30 with name, Seccombe & Co.,Kinderhook, N.Y, 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 











Best Books for 
SINGING SCHOOLS. 


CHORUS CHOIR INSTRUCTION BOOK. 


By A.N. Johnson. Just out. Contains the sye- 
tem of this celebrated teacher, so minutely and 

lainly described, that it is the easiest and best 

anual for Teachers and Leaders: and it is alsoa 
most entertaining, useful, and thorough book for all 
Music Classes and Conventions: with the plainest 
of plain instructions, and 260 pages of the best 
music, graded from the easiest to the most difficult, 
and continually referred to. The book alsv best 
answers that perplexing question: ‘How to have 
aes Congregations.” $1.38; or $12 00 per 
doz. 

THE ENCORE. By L. O. Emerson. This fine 
book has already been used by thousands, who have 
had but one opinion as to its admirabie collection 
of Sacred Music, of Glees, Quartets, Tries, Duets, 
Songs, &c., for practice. It is a capital Glee Book 
as well as Singing Class Book, Thorough Instruc- 
tive Course. 36 cts.; or $7.50 per doz, 

PERKINS’ SINGING SCHOOL. By W. 0. Perkins 
This, like the “ Encore.” is an excellent Glee Kook 
as well as Singing School Book, and will be a fine 
book for Conventions and for easy practice in 
Choirs and Societies. Good instructive course, and 
the best of music. 75 cents; or, $6.75 per dozen. 

All teachers and convention holders are invited 
to insure their success this season by using one of 
these broks. For sale everywhere. Cupies sent 
post free by mail, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON & CO. J. E. DITSON & CO. 
843 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker. 
New York. Philadelphia. 


CHURCH ORGAN FOR SALE 


The organ now in use in St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Race Street below Sixth, Phila- 
delphia, For particulars, apply to G. H. LUCKEN- 
BACH, No. 1138 Chestnut St., or to B. F. TWINiNG, 
No. 123 North Seventh Street. 


If COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ 
trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. U 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops, 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, N. J. 

Sr Nicnotas for November, which begins 
the new volume, is altogether a most exquis- 
itely charming number, from the frontispiece, 
“A Child-Queen,” by Frepericxs, to the 


Puzzle Department at the end. Price $3.00 a 
year, 25 cents a number. 














BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, ’76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
iB ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka’ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rostrsow Bros. & Co., Boston. 


















Keeps out Cold, Wind, and 
Dust. Stops rattling. No 
Mouldings. No Wast+. Any 
one can apply it. Costs less 


UN v FLEXIBL, 

WEATHER an 
e a } ’ x Qn ». 
‘wcacst OT RIF: Ba ents 


ing article for canvassers, male or f male. F.ex:- 
een Strip Co, P.O. Box 2945. 17 Dey St, 


|, BROWNES 
| 





9 ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
e) 10c., postpaid. J.B. HUSTED, Nassau, N.Y. 





SACRAMENTAL SABRBATHE. Tence ts per “opy. 
Mailed free. Address M. E, Box 53, Kiaderho « 
New York. 


SRS SEES 


a 





| 
; 
| 
; 
: 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « «+ + $2.15 each. 
“« 15t029 * «2s 1.90 * 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 * 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. 


which it can be afforded, 
—- +0 


Suoscriptions will be received tor any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time te a ciub, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. Ail addresses sheuld in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


—_—o—_——_. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 

This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scuoo, Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tux Times. 


———_—o0—-——_ 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, «= => § .60 
100 a ome year, © «+= = 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


—o—-———— 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, «+ -« 6.25 
100 “ one year, = « » 25.00 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


——9———— 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


— 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D, Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 


9 shillings, 


—_—0O- 
Advertising Rates. 
Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 
an inch), foreach insertion,» - + 26 cts. 
30 cts. 
50 cts. 


Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded), - = + 
DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


10 “ “ 8 “ 
15 “ “ 138 “ 
20 oe oo 26 os 
25 “ oe 52 oe 


a&@ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


Se 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publishes, 
0 CHESTNUT STREET, Parapeurau. 


The price to all single | 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at | 





«J ESTEY & 


7 Dei 1B 


<_< |) 


No. 160.—Front View. 








OMPANY, 


x 
-_ 
nN 


No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


purchasing any other. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


GREAT SuCcoEtss. 
Be sure to send for full descri 


ptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 





INSURANCE, 


1825. 


1877. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00. : : Assets, $1,655,717.20. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L, THOMSON, Ass't. Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
CASH CAPITAL, 


4 WALNUT STREET. 


- = «$200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F, EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 


J. E. KINGSLEY, 

H. W. PITKIN, 

J. S. HELFENSTEIN, 
HIRAM MILLER, 


B. B. As 
KENNEDY 


JAMES HUNTER, 
HENRY HAINES, 
WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
4 INNEDY, J. B. SHEPPARD, 
W. C. HAMILTON, WM, A. LEVERING, 
J. S. PUWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
sOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


FASHIONS 


THIS cut shows the new 
Fall ** BRETON SACQU E” 
which seems to be the ‘*‘ La- 
dies’ choice,” as it is the 
most popular shape of the 
season, 


F. W. 






FREE TO ALL! 

We will mail this Pattern 
and Cloth Model FREE 
upon receipt of Ten Cents, 
(or 3 stamps) to pay mailing 
expenses. 


Smith’s Tnstruction-Book & Catalogne. 


Hundreds of Large Illustrations of the New 
Styles, with ample tnstructiens in ** Homo 
Dressmaking,” “Cutting Out,” **Fitting,” cic. 
Send T'weo Stamps and get it by return mail. 


SEE our STYLES and TEST OUR PATTERNS, 
A. BURDETTE SMITH, Editor, 


P.O. Lox 5055. 16 East i4th St., N.Y. Ci. 





DR. WARNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads, Unequaled for beauty, 
style, and comfort. Approved by all 
physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
ing Corset, 

















$1.00. 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y; 








SAXE & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
No. 86 EAST Mth ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 


NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
and OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 4,15 


.M. 





Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 
7209 


TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. aggage 
collected and checked to destination by Mann's 
Express. 


FRANCIS H,. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


TEAS —The choicest m the world—Importers’ 
* prices—Largest Company in America— 
staple article—pleases everybody—Trade continually 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in- 
ducements—-don’t waste time—send for Circular to 
ROBERT WELLS, President of the Original Amer- 
ican Tea Co., 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box 1287. 





THE AGENTS’ HERALD. 


A 32-column, 8-page mene. 60c. a year, with pre- 
mium. On trial six months 26c. Sample copy, 
3c. $50 a month salary to Agents, who guarantee a 
certain number of subscribers, with premium of 
$100 GOLD to the Agent making the best returns, 


EVERY AGEN should send his address for 


insertion in second issue of 


AGENTS’ DIRECTORY. 
PORTRAITS, etc.. drawn by ma- 
echinery. Apparatus by mail, with 


instructions, 50c. Complete Smith- 

ography Outfits only $1.26. AGENTs WANTED, 
terms, etc., free 

When writing "ry 


L. LUM SMITH, 
mention this No. § 4 


136 N. 8th St., Phila., Pa. 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and lowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 

We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 

exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 

years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 

day on interest or principal; no investor through us 

ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references, 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 


00; Misses’ Corset, | | sweenge, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 


#43 Broadway, New York. 








| many. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


ONE BY ONE, 


{By the author of “Coming.”] 
Not sweeping up together, 
In whirlwind or in cloud, 
In the hush of the summer weather 
Or when storms are thundering loud 
But one by one we go, 
In the sweetness none may know. 


Not pressing through the portal 
Of the celestial town, 
An army of fresh immortals, 
By the Lord of battles won; 
But one by one we come, 
To the gate of the heavenly home: 


That all the powers of heaven 
May shout aloud to God, 

As each new robe of life is given, 
Bought by the Master’s blood 
And the heavenly raptures dawn 

} 


On the pilgrims, one by one. 


That to each the voice of the Father 
May thrill in welcome sweet, 

And round each the angels gather 
With songs, on the shining street; 

As one by one we go, 

To the glory none may know. 


THE SONGS OF DEGREES. 


{From Cox’s “ The Pilgrim Psa!ms.”’} 


The Psalter consists of five separate 
books, or collections, of sacred songs, which 
were gathered up and published at long 
intervals during the five or six hundred 
vears which elapsed between the reign of 
Solomon and the return from the captivity 
in Babylon,—a period as long, and at least 
as full of changes, as that which divides the 
England of the Plantagenet Edwards from 
the England of Queen Victoria. But, be- 
sides these main divisions of the Psalter, 
besides these public and authorized editions 
and additions, there are also minor divisions, 
—collections of a more private kind. Thus, 
for example, what are called “the Huadle/u- 
jah Psalms,” because they begin and end 
with the word “ Hallelujah,” seem to have 
been gathered into a tiny book, probably 
for use in the Temple, and to have been 
issued in a separate form. So, again, the 
“Songs of Degrees” were doubtless col- 
lected into a small, separate book,—a book 
much thumbed, no doubt, in* the schools 
attached to the synagogues, since they seem 
to have been committed to memory of every 
Hebrew lad and man. From this book the 
songs were transferred to the great national 
collection when it was last edited, and the 
Psalter took the form in which it has come 
down to us. 

In Psalms 120 to 134 we have fifteen 
songs, each of which is headed “ A Song of 
Degrees,” a separate collection made for a 
special purpose, and complete in itself. 
This “ psalter within the Psalter” has won 
the hearts of all the commentators by the 
tender and graceful beauty of the songs it 
contains. One of them, indeed, a Spaniard, 
has declared with Southern fervor, ‘“ that 
this collection is to the rest of the Psalms 
what Paradise was to the rest of the world.” 
Yet despite their common admiration of the 
beauty of these songs, the commentators 
differ much as to the meaning of the title 
which covers them all, and the purpose they 
were intended toserve. Literally rendered, 
“ A Song of Degrees” means “ A Song of the 
Ascents,” or “A Song of the Goings-up.” 
This rendering no scholar disputes, though 
they read it in different senses. Of these, 
however, only three deserve consideration. 
(1) Some expositors maintain that these 
were the songs with which the exiles, on 
their return from Babylon, refreshed their 
hearts by the way; that it was during “the 
going-up from Babylon” that these Songs 
of the Goings-up” were collected and ar- 
ranged in their present form. (2) Others 
contend that the title is derived from the 
yeculiar rhythmical structure of the Psalms 

hey have noted that in these Psalms an 
emphatic word or phrase is often taken up 
and repeated in the next sentence; that the 
Psalms wind upward, so to speak, that they 
are built as on an ascending scale. And 
these structural ascents they take to be the 
“ goings-up ” to which the title refers. But 
the first of these theories, if taken alone, is 
open to the objection that, if the title 
referred to the return from Babylon, it would 
have run “Songs of the Goig-up,” not 
“Songs of the Goings-up”—the plural 
seeming to indicate not one journey, but 
While the second is open to the 
still more serious objection, that, if some of 
the Psalms are constructed in a climbing or 
ascending rhythm, others of them are not, 
(3) Accordingly, the more reasonable and 
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prevailing view of these Psalms is that they 
were sung by the Hebrew pilgrims who 
annually went up to Jerusalem “ to keep holi- 
day before the Lord” in his temple. Thrice 
every year,—at the beginning and at the 
close of the wheat harvest, and again when 
the grapes were gathered and the wine made, 
—at these natural seasons of joy and festiv- 
ity every “son of the law” had to appear 
before God. So musical a people as the 
Jews would be sure to beguile the way with 
songs; so religious a people, bound, too, on 
an errand so sacred, would be sure to sing 
religious songs. And therefore we may 
reasonably infer, as most of our leading 
critics do infer, that these “Songs of the 
Goings-up ” were the psalms with which the 
Hebrew pilgrims lightened the way as, 
year by year, they went up to the Temple 
to keep the great feasts of their ecclesias- 
tical calendar. 

That this was the motif of these Psalms, 
this the use to which they were, and were 
intended to be, put, I shall henceforth as- 
sume. At the same time I would suggest 
that it would be quite in accordance with 
that habit of punning, or playing on words 
in a double sense, which is so marked a 
characteristic of Hebrew poetry, if, besides 
setting forth this the main purpose of the 
Psalms, the title were found also to contain 
a sub-reference to that peculiar climatic or 
ascending rhythmical structure by which 


many of them are unquestionably distin- 
guished. From what we know of Hebrew 


poetry in general, we may be quite sure 
that if the editor ot the Psalter saw two 
meanings, instead of one, in the title, 
“Songs of the Ascents,” he would be all 
the more likely to use it. 

It is probable, too, that this tiny book, 
the Pilgrim Psalter, grew rather than was 
made, We have no reason to think that 
it was compiled and set forth by public 
authority. It seems rather to have been 
gradually formed by the Pilgrims them- 
selves. One might have inferred that so 
musical and songful a people would sing 
some song as they went up to Jerusalem; 
that they would carry music with them to 
cheer them by the way. But we are not 
left to inference. In Isaiah we read: “ Ye 
shall have a song, as in the night when a 
holy solemnity is kept; and gladness of 
heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come 
into the mountain of the Lord, to the Mighty 
One of Israel.” We know, therefore, that 
the Hebrew pilgrims made merry with 
songs and instruments of music as they 
went up tothe feasts. And we may besure 
that they would choose for this purpose 
short songs, easily carried in the memory, 
and appropriate songs, national lyrics, or 
lyrics which expressed the moods of the 
time and the journey. 

It is quite impossible to determine what 
the order was in which these Psalms were 
sung; but, as we find some traces of an 
orderly sequence and arrangement, we shall 
do well perhaps to conclude that there was 
an order, though we can no longer fully 
recover it. Itseems almost certain that the 
first Psalm in the collection (120) would be 
that of the start from home, as the last 
(134) is undoubtedly that of the final 
service in Jerusalem. Psalm 121 would 
exactly express the emotions of the Pil- 
grims as they came in sight of the moun- 
tains that stood round Jerusalem; and 
Psalm 122 is, I make no question, the 
song sung when they passed through the 
gates of the Sacred City and trod its streets 
But the time and place of most of these 
inspired songs can no‘longer be determined. 
All we can be reasonably certain of is, that 
they were sung by the caravans of pilgrims 
as they went to and froon their way to the 
annual feasts. 





MARK TWAIN’S 


PATENT 


SELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


r 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made- 
Each page is already 
gummedtoreceive 
your scraps, 


—— 





Child’s Book, 1 style, 40 cents each, 

pomgen amy ee 8, 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50, 
Pictorial Scrap E , 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00. 
Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50, 
Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15c. and 20c, 

Any of the above books can be obtained through 
bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 


= 


publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- | 


paid, on receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 
circular, 


SLOTE, WOODMAN,-& Co., 
Biank Book Manvracrunens, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 





From Advertisers. 


[From J. J. Wilson, 768 Broadway, New York, Manu- | 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—February | 
15, 1877.] 
It is a pleasure to me’to inform you that my ad- | 

vertising in The Sunday School Times has been the 

most satisfactory of any I have ever done without | 
exception. “Before I had seen the issue a } 
my first advertisement, numerous letters satisfied | 
me I had found a medium of the —_— value. 
I am glad to notice that you rigidly exclude adver- | 
tisements which are intended to deceive by —— 
that cannot possibly be made good, an believe 
the value of your medium and the good-will of your | 
patrons is largely due to this fact. | 


[From Horace Waters @ Sons, Dealers in Pianos, | 
Organs, &c., 40 Hast 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 
ruary 16, 1877.] 

We take pleasure in saying that as an advertising 
medium, we consider The Sunday School Times one 
of the best we use. 


From 7. Coteworth Pinckney, Propristor of Pinck- | 
t ney’s Agency for Schools and Teachers, 30 Union | 
Square, New York.] | 


I have been so gratified with the returns from m 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think I 
may safely say I have received more answers from 
my advertisement in this paper than from any other 
I have employed. 


| From A. J. Weidener, Proprietor, wy! the Centen- | 

nial season, Y the Franklin, Hotel, Philadelphia.— 

July 31, 1876. 

I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of | 
the best mediums for advertising many branches of | 
business. I do say conscientiously that I have heard | 
from my advertisement in your ee oftener than 
from any other paper in which I have advertised 
this season. 


[From M. 7. Richardson, Publisher of the Housekeeper’s 
Companion, 29 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.— 
January 19, 18TT.] 

It is very gratifying during these times to find 
now and then a paper that brings something like an 
adequate return for the money invested. I have 
been agreeably disappointed with the results of my 
advertisement in your columns. 


[From the Pepwrogreph Co., Norwich, Conn.—January 

29, 1877. 

We have received a large number of applications 
for the Papyrograph who refer to you, including one 
to-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried 
so far, and feel well satisfied with the business the 
advertisement has brought us. 


[From Browne's Flexible Weather Strip Co., 11 Dey 
Street, New York.—Feb. 20, 1877.] 
It is but just to your valuable paper, that we 
acknowledge its superior merits as an advertising 
medium. 


Having thoroughly tested it, and watched care 
fully the results, we can honestly state that our ad 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times brought 
us more cash orders than did our advertisement in 
any other five religious papers. Some heavy mails 
consisted largely of orders for goods in which it was 
stated that the advertisement was seen in The Sun- 
day School Times. These orders were from all parts 
of the country. 

[From M.W. Smith & Co., 140 La Salle Street, Chicago, 

Il.—January 16, 1877.) 

More than three hundred letters were received 


from our one advertisement in The Sunday School 
Times, 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 25 cents. Special Notices: 
er line (as above), 30 cents. Reading Matter; per 
ine (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts on the above 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
cent, on 8 insertions, 15 per cent. on 13 insertions, 
20 per cent. on 26 insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 inser- 
tions. Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
_ 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


A GREA OFFER! We will during 
athese Hard Times 
dispose of 1 PLANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand ¢f first-class makers iucluding 
WATERS’ at lower prices for cash orInstall= 
ments or tolet until paid for than ever befere 
offered. WATERS’ GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLUs= 
DING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU.- 
DOIR ) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pian- 
os $150.71-3 do $160 not used a year. “2% 
Stop Organs $50. 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 
8 Stops $75. 10 Stops $88.12 Stops 8100 
cash, not used a year, in perfect order and 
warranted. LOCAL & TRAVELING AWTS 
WANTED. Lilustrated Catzlogues Mailed. 
A liberal discountto Teachers, Ministers, Churches, 
Schools, Lodges etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HFORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactu- 
rers and Dealers, 40 EAST t4th STREET, 
Unien Square, New York. P.O. Box, 3567. 
TESTIMONIALS. 
The NV. ¥. Times says: ‘ Waters’ Orchestrion 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrument, sim- 
ly perfect. Tbe Chime of two and one-half octave 
Bens and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player are singularly fine. 

The tone is full, clear and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
bells. —Christian Union, 

The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 








very best. We are enabied to speak of these instru- 
ments with confidence from personai knowledge, 
—N. ¥, Evangelist. 

We can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 
from persoval knowledge, as being of the very best 
quality.—Christian Inlellingencer, gcammmes 





All who havea 


SEWING MACHINE 


And use Gallaudet’s Thread-Cutter 
say— What a very useful attachment it is, how 
easy now to remove the work, no hunting for scissors, | 
always at hand, saves time, patience, thread and 
needles enough to pay for its cost in a short t'me.” 
Try one, Ask your agent for 
GALLAUDET’S, 

which is acknowledged to be the best, or send 
25 cents, stating for what machine wanted (and , 
receive by return mail with full instructions) to 


WM. L, GALLAUDET, 
42 Elm Street, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 


PUBLICATIONS, 





MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others, No agencies. P. O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc, Fully Warranted, 
Tilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vayovuzen & Tier, 102 . 2d St,, Cincinnati, 


-MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 


Sar Ulustrated Catalogues sent free. 





PRICES REDUCED. 
THE 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CoO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices oi 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays, Lllns- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 


154 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 
250 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 








CUT THIS OUT. 


TI | Iam selling Texas Land War- 
rants good for 640 acres of as 
good land as there is in the State, 
for $160. More than 150 coun- 


ki * ties to select from. Now is the 
time toSECURE A HOME. Circulars free, New 
State County Map in colors, 10 cents. 

For personal reference.—Hon. John F. Dillon, 
Hon. Hiram Price, Rev. B. Frank Paxton, Rev. A.C. 
Manwell, I, T. Martin, Esq., and National Banks, 
Davenport, Iowa; Elder Keeler, Elder Miller, Rev. 
Wm. Fawcett, Rev. J. H. Gilruth, Pres’t Magoun, 





Iowa College, Grinnell; Rey. C. G. Trusdell, Mrs. 
W. F. Crafts, Chicago; Hon. George W. McCrary, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. 


C. H. KENT, Davenport, Iowa. 


me PRATT'S a 
wh 





LATELY IMPROVED. 
Overcoming all possibil- 
ity of Slipping off Shoul- 
der; all sizes re both 
> > sexes; worth ten times 
5 a a x its cost in promoting 
Sa (GI ei — health and securing an 
erect form. Send $1.25 
and chest measure to 
Cleveland Shoulder 
Brace Co., Cleveland, 0. 
Ask your dealer for 
PRATT’S New Patent Brace. 


LORD'S PRAYER 


A Solid Gold Charm, exact size 
of this illustration, with the Lord’s 
Prayer engraved on it. Suitable for 
a lady’s neck-charm or gentleman's 
watch-chain. Sent to any of the read- 
ers of this paper, express prepaid, on 

-@|\\receipt of seventy-five cents, 

FRANKLIN JEWELRY €0., 

Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Handsome illustrated catalogue 

sent free, by mail, on application. 

















and STEREOPTICONS of al) kinds and 
Views illustrating every subject for PU 
EXHIBITIONS, eic. 

for a man with small capital. 
leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. A 
Magic Lantern and 20 Photographic Views of Bible 


rices. 
Lic 
aa A profitable business 

Also, Lanterns for Col- 


History for $25. 74 page illustrated cataloque free. 
McALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St., N. Y. 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 BRACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 


Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 





$3 PRINTING PRESS 
Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
any press. Larger sizes for large work 
Do your own printing and tising 
and save . Excellent spare hour 
amusement for young ~ Can be 
made a making business any- 
where, Send fe. stamp for large cate- 
logue to KELSEY & CO., Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn. 










THE LESSON HELPER. 


Is a four-page weekly paper, giving extended notes 
on the International Lessons. “A great help to 
teachers and scholars.” “Cheaper and better than 
any magazine.” One copy, a month, five cents; 
a year, fifty cents. Twenty copies a month, 42 cents; 
a year, $5.00. Specimens free of Lesson Helper, 
Questioner, Our Little Messenger, and My Picture 
Lesson, Address Evangelical Publishing Co., 11 
Bible House, New York. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCIS Suggestive and Helpful to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a Specimen 
Number, and be convinced. ad 

NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 808 
Broadway, New York. 





CROWELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 








No.1. 30 Vols, 18mo $10 00. 
No. 2. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
No.3. 16 Vols. 16mo........... 12 50. 





The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection, Send for our complete 
catalogue. 

T. Y. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


‘My Picture Lesson’ 


IS A FOUR PAGE 

Weekly Paper, giving the International 8. 8. Lesson 

in pictures and stories for children. Mrs. 8. W. 

Clark, of Newark, N.J., says: “It is the best for 

Infant-classes. 1 use it for my scholars.” Twelve 

copies, one month, 15 cents; one year, $1.80. One 

hundred copies, one month, $1.10; one year, $13.00. 
Evangelical and undenominational. Address, 

EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING CO., 
11 Bible House, New York. 


“A wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 
ration.’ 


Foster’s Cyclopedia of 
Prose Illustrations, 
SECOND SERIES 
Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
useful books in their libraries, 

PASTORS. SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minatang and enforcing a lesson, or in imparting 
moral and religious truths. Royal 8vo. 791 pp. 
Cloth, $5.00. Sheep. $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL, 
744 Broadway, New York. 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT 8T., PHILADELPHIA. 


PASTORAL THEOLOGY. 
The Pastor in the Various Duties of his Office. 
BY THOMAS MURPHY, D.D. 


Pastor of the Frankford Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, 


8vo. PRICE, $3.00. 


An eminently practical guide to the Pastor, full 
of plain suggestions and helps in his work, and 
the result of a long and successful experience, en- 
riched by constant reference to the author’s notes 
of Dr, Archibald Alexander’s lectures to his stu- 
dents, 


DR. BOARDMAN’S 


“HIGHER LIFE” 


Doctrine of Sanctification, 
TRIED BY THE WORD OF GOD. 
SECOND EDITION. 16mo. Price, $1 25. 








ALSO, 
DR. A. A. HODGE’S 


Manual of Forms 


1l6mo. PRICE, 50 CENTS. 
Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, BSusmess Superintendenc. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


For THE SUMMER MONTHS ONLY. We offer our immense 
stock of Books at much less than our regular prices 
If you want ANY books, send list to us for estimate, 

N. TIBBALS & SONS, 
37 Park Row, New York. 


PATENTS. | 


F. A. LEHMANN, Solicitor of Patents, Washing- 
ton, D. C. No Patent. No Pay. Send for circular. 





ad ASSORTED or 100 larger Decalcomanies or 
50 24 Ploral Sunday-school cards, 26 cts, 200 
pictures or 10 cards, 10 cents. 

J. A. PIERCE, 75 Madison Street, Chicago. 


——— 
















688 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











[October 27, 1877 





Conclusion of 56 died Volume. 
HARPER'S 
NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


FOR NOVEMBER, 1877, 
CoNTAINS : 


TEN YEARS’ ACQUAINTANCE WITH ALASKA. 
With Twenty Illustrations. 


A picturesque description, by H. W. Elliott, of }. 
the people and country of our new Territory. 


PALINGENESIS, A Poem. 


THE KING OF CONJURERS. 
With Highteen MWustrations, 


A facinating Narrative, by Olive Logan, of 
Houdin’s career as a prestidigitateur, with expla- 
nations of his most remarkable tricks. 


SAN ANTONIO DE BEXAR, 
With Highteen Illustrations. 


An article of profound interest, by Harriet Pres- 
cott Spofford, on Western Texas, characteristic 
scenes in San Antonio, and the thrilling historical 
romance of the old missions, especially that of 
the Alamo, 


CONTENTMENT. A Poem. 


MADELENA, A Story. 
With Three Illustrations. 


YACHTING IN BLUE WATERS. 
With Five Illustrations. 


Mr, T. Robinson Warren bas in this article in- 
vested his subject with almost romantic interest, 


THE BEST GIFT. A Poem. 

BACK TO BACK,.—A STORY OF TO-DAY,—Part 
I. By Edward Everett Hale 
With One Illustration, 


This story, having avery significant bering 
upon the labor question, will be concluded in the 
December Number, 


ASTUDY. A Poem. By Philip Bourke Marston. 


EREMA: OR, MY FATHER’S SIN, By the Author 
of “ Lorna Doone,” “ Alice Lorraine,” &c. 


TO A SCHOOL-GIRL, A Poem, 


A YEAR OF AMERICAN TRAVEL, 

The first of a brief series of papers «f an auto- 
biographical character, by Mrs. General Fremont, 
giving a narrative of her life in California over 
twenty years ago. This paper gives incidentally 
some interesting pictures of her early years in 
St. Louis, New Orleans, and Washington, 


THE MINERS OF SCRANTON, 
This paper, by Phebe E, Gibbons, the author of 
“Pennsylvania Dutch,” is a sketch, from personal 
observation, of the social Jife and customs of the 
German, Welsh, and Irish miners of &cranton. 


MY MOTHER'S OBJECTIONS. A Story 
EDITOR'S EASY CHAIR. | 

EDITOR'S LITERARY RECORD. 
EDITOR'S SCIENTIFIC RECORD. 
EDITOR'S HISTORICAL RECORD, 
EDITOR'S DRAWER. 





Inthe December Namber of Harper's Magazine 
will be published the first part of a new Story by 
Miss Thackeray. In the January or February 
Number will be commenced a new Novel by Thomas 
Hardy. 





HARPER’S MAGAZINE, WEEKLY, AND BAZAR. 


Postage free to Subscribers in the United States 
and Canada. 

HARPER'S MAGAZINE, HARPER'S WEEKLY, 
or HARPER'S BAZAR will be sent for one vear to 
any Subscriber in the United States or Canada, 
POSTAGE PREPAID, by the Publishers, on receipt 
of Four Dollars. 

Harper's Magazine, Harper's Weekly. and Harper's 
Bazar, for one year, $10 00; or any two for $7 00. 
Postage free. 

A Complete Analytical Index to the first Fifty Vol- 
umes of Harper's Magazine has ju-t been pub- 
lished, rendering available for reference the vast 
and varied wealth of information which makes 
this periodical a perfect illustrated literary cyclo- 
pedia. 8vo. Cloth, $ 00; Haif Calf, $5 25. Sent 
postage prepaid. 

Address HARPER & BROTHERS, New York. 


To Lecture Committees, 


The National Lecture Bureau is now prepared to 
make engagements, on most reasonable terms, for 
the delivery of the Lectures on 

Popular and Practical Subjects, 
By EDWIN B. RAFFENSPERGER. 

1. “Humors of the Pulpit and the Pew.” 

2. “ Braddock’s Route.” (New Lecture, 
trated by a large Military Map.) 

8. “ Peculiar Church People,” or Photographs from 
Various Congregations. (A Portraiture of Sundry 
Things, just as they appear in the Church Militant. 

For circulars, terms, ete., address, 

W. 8. HILL, Manager, 
National Lecture Bureau. 
28 Cooper Institute, New York 





illus- 


“A Bupoet or Home-MapbrE CuHrisTMAs 
Grrts,” with forty-six illustrations, presented 
simply and clearly in the November Sr 
NicHoxas, will give the young folks plenty 
to occupy agreeably the long in-door evenings 
of late fall. And if they still sigh for more, 
they will find more work of the same kind cut 
out for them in the Sr. Nrcnotas for Decem- 





CANDY BY MAIL! 
T 


late Caramels, the manufacturers will send them by 





HAT every one in the country may have an oppor- 
tunity to try Croft, Wilbur, & Co.’s famous Choco- 


mail to any one desiring them. They are put up in 
one-fourth pound boxes, and will be sent, postage 
paid, for twenty cents a box. By this plan any one can 
receive them in good shape, whether living in Maine, 


Florida, California, or Canada. Address, 


CROFT, WILBUR, & CO., 1226 Market Street, Philadelphia. 


Please state that you saw advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





THE INDEPENDENT 


Will publish, beginning with the issue of October 11, and continuing through the course, the Monday 
Lectures of REY. JOSEPH COOK, delivered at Tremont Temple, Boston. They will be published 
verbatim, and revised by Mr. Cook himself. These Lectures are copyrighted. 


OUR NEW PREMIUMS. 
An Astonishing Offer. 


WORCESTER’S 
UNABRIDGED PICTORIAL DICTIONARY, 


We have made as house of J. B. Lippincott & Co., of 
Philadelphia, by hick We are enabled to offer the most desirable Premium ever given by us or any 
other newspaper in the country. 

We will send this Dictionary to any person who will send us the names of 


THREE NEW SUBSCRIBERS AND NINE DOLLARS! 


Or who will, on renewing his own subscription, in advance, send us TWO NEW NAMES additional 
and $9.00; or who will renew his own subscription for three years, in advance, and send us $9.00. 
The regular price of the Dictionary alone at all the bookstores is $10.00; while the lowest price of 
three subscriptions is $9.00, Both the Dictionary and the three Sunscriprions, under this 
extraordinary offer, can, therefore, be had TOGETHER for only $9.00. The Dictionary will be deliv- 
ered at our office, or in Philadelphia, free, or be sent by express or otherwise, as may be ordered, at 
the expense of the subscriber. 


COOK'S LECTURES. 
THIS NEW PREMIUM 


Is one of the most attractive we have ever issued, being the Rev. Joseph Cook’s valuable new vol- 
umes entitled “ Biology” and “ Transcendentalism,” embodying, in a revised and perfected form, the 
author’s remarkable Monday Lectures. Each volume is published by James R. Osgood & Co., of 
Boston, in handsome typography and binding, and is accompanied by several colored illustrations. 
Notwithstanding the expense of the premium—the costliest we have ever offered—we will mail a 
copy of either volume, post-paid, to every subscriber to The Independent, new or old, who remits as 
three dollars for one year in advance, and indicates which volume he desires ; or any subscriber may 
remit five dollars and fifty cents, and we will send him The Independent for two years and both 
volumes, postage prepaid. 


We also offer the following premiums: 


Any one of the Household Edition of Charles Dickens's Works. 
tions each by Sol Eytinge. 


Also several valuable fine Steel Enoravings, such as The First Reading of the “ Emancipation 
Proclamation,” “The Authors of the United States,” etc. The “INNER LIFE OF ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN.” By Frank B, Carpenter. Bound in cloth. 360 pages. 


It gives a better insight into his “inner life’ than can be found elsewhere, and is altogether one 
of the most fascinating, instructive, and useful books of the kind ever published. 


SUBSCRIPTION, $3.00 per annum, in advance. 


Specimen copies of The Independent sent free. Address, 
P. 0. Box 2787. THE INDEPENDENT, 
Cut out this advertisement, as it will not be repeated. 
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Bound in eloth, with 16 illustra 


New York City. 








Tue Lerrer-Box of Sr. Nicnotas for No- 


vember treats the children to two pcems 


)RRY.\ 


anCYWOODS 


from the lately found book, ‘“ Poetry for 


&c Children,” by CHARLEs and Mary Laws 


Boox m 2 
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Useful-Neat-Durable-Cheap. 


Miss Atcort’s new serial, “Under the 
Lilacs,” which was to have begun in Sr 
Nicuotas for November, has been postponed 
to December. In place of it is given, in the 
present issue, a charming story for girls, 
“ Mollie's Boyhood,” and a story such as boys 
delight in, entitled, “ Chased by Wolves.” 


Case's Bible Atlas 


Quarto Size. Accurate, and up to the times. 16 
Maps, with Explanatory Notes, and Index. Designed to aid 





& Want felt in 


Su 
Behoo 


%. B. Clissold, iss 





ae. Sample free. 
Madisca St., Chicago. 





INVALID RECLINING 
ROLLING CHAIRS. 










Send for 
Cirevlar to a 
FOLDING CHAIR ©O., NEW HAVEN. 





The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


This publication is likely to be far more widely 
used during next year than ever before. Its circu- 
lation during the last quarter reached 115,000 copies, 
A large share of the best conducted schools through- 
out the country are now using it in place of the 
ordinary question book. Its editors are determined 
that no effort or expense shall be spared to keep it 
It is 
believed that every superintendent in the country 
will at least wish to examine it carefully before 


in advance of all the lesson helps for scholars. 


deciding upon lesson helps for next year. 





SCHOOLS HAVING LITTLE MONEY are concluding 
that they can afford to get the best help for their 
scholars. To make it possible for such schools to 
take the Qu rterly, subscriptions for it are received 
for a single quarter (three months) at the yearly rate. 
Many schools that cannot well raise $25 at once 
for a hundred co ies for a year, can easily raise 
$6.25 every three months for a hundred copies for 
one quarter. A single copy one year costs 25 cents; 
100 copies, one year, $25. Subscriptions taken for 
three or six months at the yearly rate; under ten 
copies, three months, seven cents each: Send seven 
eents for a specimen copy. Specimens of the 
Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free. 


TO SUPPLY YOUR CLASS would cost: 
scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents; 


For five 


for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 
cents. If ordered by the year, they will be sent 
each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 
cents for a specimen copy. Published at the office 
of The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia. Ad- 


dress, John D. Wattles, Publisher. 





Scrtpyer for November has a paper on 
“The Countess Potocka,” giving the romantic 
life of a lady, with whose portrait (here re- 
produced) every one is familiar, but of whose 


history nearly every one is ignorant. Mrs. 
fferrick has an article on ‘ Bees.” Miss 
frarton’s story, ‘“ His Inheritance,” is con- 


tinued, and tells about “ The Cousin on the 
Jersey Shore,” and “ A Game of Cards.” 





United States Corset Company. 
Of New York. 


THE STANDARD CORSET OF 
America for Elegantly Proportioned 
Form, Perfect and Natural Fullness 
of Bust, msuring Comfort and Ease 
in use, and giving a Graceful, Stylish, 
and Faultless Figure to the wearer. 
If your dealer does not keep them, 
send us, with waist messure, 60 cents 
for a Charm, 75 cts. for Beauty, $1 for 





oF 


a 


AA, and $1. 
Children’s Woven Waist, and we will send them, 


for Fifth Avenue, or 60 cents for 


post-paid. Address, P. O. Box 4928 N. York. 





NORWICH LINE 
FOR 


Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON, 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 
City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 


Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


City of New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 

Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 5 pr. m. 


Connecting with Express Train at New Lon- 
don, via New York and New England Railroad, 
for Boston, Blackstone, Franklin, and Walpole; 
and via Worcester, for Boston, Framingham, 
Fitchburg, Groton Junction, Lowell. Lawrence, 
Nashua, Manchester, Concord, and White Moun- 
tains. Also, connecting at New London with the 
Vermont Central Railroad, via Palmer, Brattle 
boro, ete , to all points north. 

FREIGHT. The New and Capacious freight 
and passenger (iron) steamer City of Lawrence 
will run in connection with steamer City of 
Boston, and steamer City of Norwich, in connec- 
tion with steamer City of New York, leaving 
daily, Sundays excepted. 

Je Shippers can rely on dispatch and lowest 





THE SUPLEE PATENT OPEN-EYE 


FASYTHREADING 


times a minute in the dark, by 
drawing the thread down the 


pone School Teachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 
it. ce 
Terms 


1.00, Sent aw mail on receipt of price. 
AGENTS WANTED in every Township. Liberal 
given. ‘ord, Conn. 


Address O. D. Casz & Co., H 





OR RHEUMATISM get Carlisie’s Medicated 
Underwear. & relief follows its use in 
many cases. Shirts and Drawers for either men or 
women sent free for $4.50, or Shirts for $2.25. In- 
fants’ Fine Hand Knit Medicated Shirt for $1.00. 








ber, 1875. 


rates. 
For further information inquire of 


W. H. TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40, North River, N 





@R SALE.—Established Dry Goods business in 
one of the nicest large towns in Ohio ; two rail- 
roads, three newspapers, female seminary, excellent 
public schools, churches, &ce. Stock low aud in good 
condition. Good opening foragood man, Address, 





J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 








W. ©. TISDEL, Painasvituz, Ouro, 














